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 Visitors got to see live reptiles, make 
bird houses, pan for gold, learn how to live 
with bears and much more. There were 
fourteen different displays and activities. 
We had visitors from across Canada. On 
the guided walks in Laurier Woods during 
the festival, attendees got to see a large 
Snapping Turtle crossing the trail and a 
Garter snake eating a frog ï these were 
not planted but the drama of nature unfold-
ing on its own. Visit the festival website for 
more info:  

http://naturefestival.jimdo.com/ 
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Above: Learning about bats, plants, 
aquatic insects and dragonflies at the dip-
ping platform.  

 

Monitoring Ontarioôs largest bat mater-
nal roost  

We helped monitor the largest Little Myotis bat 
roost in Ontario this summer on June 18

th
 2014. 

Last year 134 bats were counted before the fe-
males gave birth. This year 187 bats were count-
ed on June 17 2015 during our visit before the 
females gave birth. When we revisited the roost 
site on July 11 after the young were born we 
counted 295 ï the largest maternal roost in On-
tario of Little Myotis bats. 
Little Myotis bats are a species at risk. These 
small (6 cm ï 12 cm) bats have been severely 
affected by a fast spreading alien fungal disease 
called white nosed syndrome.  
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The disease that was introduced in a cave in New 
York State was first confirmed in Ontario at the 
site of the Purdy mica mine near Mattawa in 
2010.  
On our way to the site on June 17 we came 
across a recently killed large pregnant female 
Blandingôs turtle.  Blandingôs turtles are also a 
species at risk. The turtle had been run over. We 
thought we could collect any unbroken eggs and 
have them hatch. However all her eggs were 
smashed.  
 
We counted the bats with new monitoring devices 
that recorded the batôs calls. The calls can then 
be analyzed by trained people looking at the 
acoustic signature. Voice recognition computer 
programs have also improved and can help to 
identify bat species. Hand-held ipads with a spe-
cial microphone were found quite useful in detect-
ing, recording and evaluating the sounds in real 
time.  
On our way back we stopped and checked for bat 
activity in Cache Bay. Here we detected Little My-
otis, Big Brown and Hoary bats. The Hoary bats 
(a migratory bat that lives in the forest) were fly-
ing over water.   
During our revisit of the maternal roost we got a 
recording of a Little Myotis and Silver Haired bat. 
Silver haired bats live in the forest but were feed-
ing in the same vicinity as the Little Myotis bats.  

Support the Science Fair Prize! 
 
Peyton Hack, a Grade 8

th
 student won the Nipis-

sing Naturalist Club Science Fair prize this year. 
She described her experiment to determine if 
back yard birds preferred bird feeders with a spe-
cific colour. She purchased five bird feeders and 
coloured them red, orange, green, blue and yel-
low.  She then observed how many birds alighted 
on each bird feeder at specific times of the day. 
The bird feeders were moved to control the im-
pact of their geographic location. She found that 
birds preferred the red bird feeder followed by the 
orange one.  
 
 

The Science Fair prize is derived from sales of 
greeting cards made from prize winning photos 
from our annual contest. Please get your best 
photos of animals, plants, landscapes and 
people enjoying nature ready for submis-
sion for this yearôs contest.  
 

Wild edibles guided walk draws large crowd 
 
Jeremey St Onge and Lucy Emmott guided a 
large group through Laurier Woods Conserva-
tion Area on the August monthly hike. Partici-
pants learned how to use common wild edible 
plants. Wetlands and riparian areas are the 
best to find a variety of wild edibles.  

Above: Visitors and residents of North Bay 
gathered during the long weekend for a fun 
guided hike. 

 
 

Left: Cattails 
have a number of 
edible parts. Here 
Lucy Emmott 
shows us the part 
of the tuberous 
root that can be 
boiled and eaten.  
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