Bird Wing Meeting
January 26, 2016, Boardroom, North Bay Public Library
Renee Levesque, Birdwing Scribe

The first meeting of the New Year was a lively andrgetic one. Perhaps because we had not met
since November, we had a lot to sale had a fulagendawhich, at times lent itself to animated
discussion. There were occasions when we all spoke at the samariihiick Tafel, Chair, had to call
us toorder. Marc Buchanan said his ears hurt by the end of the meetingas that sort of meeting

OFO Certificate Vic Rizzaas ourspecial guestvas presented with an Ontario Field Ornithologist (OFO)
Certificate of Appreciation for hosting birders avhame to see the Bramblinghich paid a visit to his

yard in November 2014Vic was onef 13peoplein 2015 to receive a certificatéevery year, OFO pays
tribute to individuals and organizations for their contribution to the birds and the birding camitynin

Ontario. If you know of someone who provides access to a rare bird or assists birders in some way, you
can send younomination through the OFO website or by email to Ken Buatédénneth.gd.
burrell@gmail.com.
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When Dick was visiting his granddaughter, Kerri, in Markham over the Christmas holidays, she gave him
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Certificate of
Appreciation

to

VIC RIZZO

for hosting birders viewing the Brambling in
ber 2014,

‘On behall of the Board of Directors: Lynee Freeman President
P
Dated: 30 Aupast 20I5. Bob Cermak Vice President

Vic, his plgue and theBrambling, photasby Renee Levesq



girlfriend who somehow determined Kerri is the granddaughter of Dick. So although Vic was not at the
presentation back in the fall wheken presented the wards, he is butour handshakes away from Ken!

Vic presented quite a humorous rendition of the experience of hosting birders and photographers who
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rare bird visit his large birdriendly yard with its many plants and trees and shrubs and feeders, he
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birders there are who want to see a rare bird.

Birds Seen itast Month: As we always do, weegan our D - L
meeting bynaming ourselves and then two birds we saw in \

the last month. The New Year is off to a good staall of us
remembered our names and we saw some very interesting
birds for this time of theyeag A NR&A ¢S R2yimi
the winter. Matt and Ray Walter had a Gray Catbird at their
feeder in Thibeault Terrace, and although it did statyfor
long, Matt got a great photo of igsseenat right. An
American Robin and a male Northern Cardinal were seen b
Dick and Renee Levesque on Pinewood Crescent. Kaye
Edmonds had a male cardinal at her feeder andording to
eBird, others have
seenat leasta
couple of
cardinals, male
and female, in
West Ferris
Another rare bird
for our area is a

Redbellied Woodpeckeseen a leftwhichhas
been at the feeders in Luanne ChowWNsrth Bay
backyard for the last month.
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Photo by Matt Walter

Other rare winter birds for our aa include two White

crowned Sparrows seen by Brent Turcotte atNisth Bay

feeder and Song Sparrows seen byiWiais yard Dark
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Tree Sparrows have been seen by son@oldencrowned

Kinglets hag been seen by Lori Anderson in the bush near

her farm in Chisholm TownshipAnd the Doug Pattersons

have a Common Grackle at their feeder.
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Photo by Gary Chowi



As Dick reported in his January Bird Bash report, Barbara Stewart saw Trumpeter Swans near
Magnetewan, as well a#/ild Turkeygsee below)

Photo by Rose McClelld

Lori hasa flock of about 60 Snow Buntings at her place and Mastabout 100 Bohemian Waxwings in

his area. Evening Grosbeaks have also been seen in large flocks, in Mattawa by the Doug Patigrsons
near the university in the vicinity of College Drive and Cedar Heights by Renee. Gray Jays have also been
spotted in this arepon Larocque Road

Flocks of Common Redpolls, some Pine Grosbeaks, some Purple FindresmeAmerican Goldfinch
have been seen, as well as Pine Siskins. The latter weregeenbndkSy D2 gAy 3 G [ 2NRA Q&
near Mattawa, mixed in with the redpoll&/ic is the only one to have seen any crossbills, Wiitged

Crossbills near WiddifigélStation Road. And Renee has had a Brown Creeper at hei(gtacelow.)
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Photo by Linda Ston



Blue Jays go through bird seed rather voracioasly arekeeping thet

I 0 G SBEEnhY Gré3beaks at

bay. And then there is the ewaithful Blackcapped Chickade@elow)which stays yearound,

providing winterentertainmentfor feeder watchers. In fact, Doug Jr.
National Birdalthough he has ot yet voted.

feels it shoulddted/ I Yy I RI Q&

Photo by Renee Levesc

Woodpeckerseenother than the Reebelliedinclude Hairy, Downy,
and Pileated. For some, like Marc, who lives on Lake Nipissing,
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woodpeckers.Dick pointed out that Nrth Bay iknown for its high
number of Hairy Woodpeckers.

Other birds seen in January include Ruffed Grouse, Mourning Dové

White-breasted and Retireasted Nuthatches, the latter in seemingly
greater numbers than usual this winter, American Crows and
Canmon Ravens.

No one reported seeing any owls, although DRkneeand Brent saw
a Snowy Owdt the waterfront during the December bird coun©One
was reported on eBirth Januaryn downtown Powassaand Angela
and GaryMartin sav one on Hwy64 near Verneduring the January
Bird Bash The Pattersons hear a Barred Owl near their place in
Mattawa, but have not yet seen it, unlike last year when one stayeq
around their yard for months.




