SUMMARY OF BIRD WING MEETING

April 22, 2014

The last indoor meetintpr the seasorof the Bird Wing Group was held in the Board Room of the North
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notice on their door that the meaing had been moved; and a late email was sent out to everyone
informing them of the changeWe are aware of onlgne Bird Wingerwhos Sy (i (i tnstdadadd f Q &
she who will not be namedyas redirected to the library.

Birds We Can Expect to See in Wa

Because ommy late reporting of the meeting, somspecieave expect tosee in May have already been
seen. Although Dickafel, Chairmanyas sporting a shoulder sling and recuperating from recent
shoulder surgery, haeverthelesgprovided us with a coprehensive list of species we might expect to
see. These include

Goldencrowned and Rubgrowned Kinglet Kinglets aresmaller than mostvarblersand are constantly
moving LT @2dz R2y Qi 3ISd + 3IfAYLAS 27T-covi&haslatodp gy a G2
striped face unlike the Rubgrowned.

Wood Warblers:There are about 25 potential warbleis be seerinourarea ¢ KSe& R2y Qi aAd ad
long and can be difficult to identify at a glanceven at more than a glanegso a good pair of

binoculars, a quick eye and some prior knowledge are very helpful. It can be frustrating identifying

some of them, but each year if you keep it up, it gets easier. Some warblers you may have already seen



are the Pine Warblefphoto aboveby Kevin Cowdjjlthe Black and White Warbler and the YeHlow
rumpedWarbler, although the lder has not been seen yet by many as in previous ydaysmidMay,
you should be seeing the AmericRadstartand the Chestnusided Warbler.If you lisen carefully, he
Chestnutsided will definitely bevery pleased to meet yb (See photo above title, Wood Warblers)
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Blue, the Blackhroated Green, tk Palm and the Mourning. The Bageasted Warbler with its
chestnut throat and upper breast is often found at Marten River among the spruce tiéesOvenbird
isawarbler, although with its chunkier and larger body and thicker bill, it does not sdenofie, but
more like a small thrush. Iteardsinging itssong TEACHer TEACHer TEA@HmEScendpmore
often than it is seen.Look for it near oon the ground in leafy pineak woods and, in migration, in
thickets It has a white eyeing andan orange patch on its crown, bordered by blackish stripes.

Brown ThrushesThe two to look for in May are the Hermit Thrush, with its rufous tail and habit of
cocking it and dropping it slowly, and the Veery, the least spotted of the brown thrushesi@vidg

later than the Hermit Thrush. The Hermit Thrush is found in coniferous or mixed woods and the Veery
can be seen in moist deciduous woods and thickets along streams. It can be hard to spot in thick brush,
so listen for itxall, a downwardveeur, veerur, veer, veer.

Flycatchers:The first flycatcher to arrivin our area is thé&astern Phoebe, already seen by some in
early April. Other flycatchers, rather slow to get here, are tmast and the Alder. THeeastprefers

farms and open woodsra the Aldedikesswamps and wet thicketsThe Least is grayish above and has
a bold white eyeing. Itssong is an emphatic shagheBEK or chebeklhe Alder is browner than the
Least and safely distinguished from it by its sdegBEE;0. TheGreat-Crested Flycatcher should be
seen by mieMay. It is a large flycatcher at 8.5 to 8.75 inchegh a bright yellow belly and a bushy
crest which it often erects.

Swallows: The swallowsve can expect to see athe Tree Swallow which comes surprisinghrly
(some havealreadybeen seen)the Barn Swallowvith its long forked tail, the only swallow we get with



a long forked tailthe Cliff Swallowand the Northern Roughvinged Swalloywhich looks similar to the
juvenile Tree Swalloybut is not as commornn our areaas the other swallows

Vireos Vireos resemblevoodwarblers, but their bills aréhicker and they are less active. The vireos
with wing bars have prominent eyings or spectacles, and those without wing bars have eye stripes.
The first vireo seen in our area is the Bheaded Vire, with its sharply demarcated blegray cap,

bright white spectacles and throat, bright green back and yellowish wash on its sides.

Tanagers The only tanagewe get in our area is the Scarlet TanagEne breeding malesflaming
scarlet with jet blak wings and tail Certainly a sight to behold! Look for one in Laurier Woods.

Thrashers:The Brown Thrashéphoto aboveby Kevin Cowdjithe only thrasher seen heres a

secretive bird andt can behard toglimpse in the thicket# prefers. It may be heard before it is

spotted Itis an exuberant singer with one of the largest repertoires of any North American songbird. It
sings a loud and long series of double phrases, each phrase sung twice before moving on to the next. It
is a mimic and des a crude imitation of many birds, including the Northern Cardinal. lightbiufous

above and heavily streaked below, with wing bars and a longltdihs a cross lookith its heavy

slightly curved bill and its staring yellow eyesn anthropomaphic statement if there ever was one!

Gray Catbird The Gray Catbird is also part of the family of birds that mimic, like the Brown Thrasher and
the Northern Mockingbird.Obvious by its name, it is a gray birBut to make up for its grayness, it

spats a black cap and chestnut undertail coverts which may not be noticeabt#lips its tail in a

jaunty manner.

Sparrows: Some sparrows we can expect to see are Whitavned; Savanngtt SA LISNJT | YR [ Ay O3
We may also get to see the Fox onvitsy north. It is a large, plump sparrow with a rusty rump and tail
and heavily streaked breast. Look for it, if it has not already migrated through on its way north, kicking



among dead leaves and other ground debris. Or listen for its very musical Kasgne of the few
species that sings before it reaches its breeding grounds.

Swifts: TheChimney Swifts theonly eastern swifandis usually seetere during the second week of

May atits preferred chimney on Main Street West. Itis a sighbéholdii 2 4SS Kdzy RNBSRa 2 F
OA 3l NRA ¢ ¥ dzy yhiinhey at duskpefoie &lIut BvgdBperseto nest elsewhere in other dimly

lit enclosedvertical surfacesSwiftsare not able to perch and speraimost all their entire life in the air

On April 15, 2014, an international swift conference took place in Cambridge, Englastyn

Richardson of Bird Studies Canadae a presentatiohighlighting the results from Ontario SwiftWatch
Thisis a volunteethased program in which participantscate and describe nesting and roosting
Chimney Swift habitat within urban areas of Ontario. To participate or find out more, click on the link,
http:// www.bsceoc.org/research/speciesatrisk/chsw/index.jsp?targetpg=index&lang=EN

Based on information gathered by Ontario SwiftWatch and publishétkijournalPopulation Ecology

it was determinedusing data collected by volunteers at 928 chimney sitessscsouthern Ontario, that
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suitable chimneys were occupied by swifts, suggesting other factors may be responsible for the

population decline.

Hummingbirds: The first Rubythroated Hummingbird irour garden or abur feeder is always an
exciting moment.Whether it will arrive a bit later because of the cooler weather remains to be seen.

Home Hardware has put out a pamphl&tWarm Welcomé 2 YS F2NJ / | yI R ®au a A INI {2
canaccesst online through Bird Studies Canadapick it upat Home Hardware storedt lists seven
meaningful ways one can help birds this spring. They are:

1. Fill your feeders with a variety of seed.

2. Placefeeders about 10 feet from a tree or shrub to enable a quick retreat from predators if
necessary. Location, location, location is as important to birds as it is to us when we purchase a
home!


http://www.bsc-eoc.org/research/speciesatrisk/chsw/index.jsp?targetpg=index&lang=EN

3. Grow plants: Nectaproducing flowers, flowering trees and sitns for the hummingbirds
blackeyed Susans and sunflowers for the Blue Jays and the American Goldfaathestive
prairie grasses for the sparrows. If you plant it, they will come!

4. Because droppings and mouldy seeds can cause disease, clean bing f@gkdnot soapy
water or a vinegar solution about once every two weeks. Rinse and dry thoroughly before
refilling.

5. Reduce window reflectianin addition to decals, you can keep blinds half open and place

feeders at a safe distance from windows, eitgeeater than 30 feet or less than 3 feet, the

latter to avoid collisions at high speed.

Keep your cats indoors and dogs leashed when outside.

Consider becoming a citizen scientist with Bird Studies Canada. Results collected have a direct

impact on conseration action. Previous summaries mentioned various projects requiring

citizen scientists and three more are mentioriadhis summary Seriously consider taking part
in one or more of them.

N o

Birding and gardening go hamthand as many of us knoyandthe benefits of creating an inviting and
diverse yard ecosystem for birds are-faaching. Birdaot only provide us with hours of pleasure, but
are alsopollinators, insect controllers and seed sowers.

Species Seen from late March to late April

Speies seerwithin 50 km. of North Bay by Bird Wing Membedtsinglate March to late Apriincludein
no particular order

Dabbling Ducks: Wood Duck; Northern Pir{te@en beloy Northern Shoveler; Blueringed Teal;
Greenwinged Teal

Diving Ducks: Ringecked Duck; Lesser Scaup; Common Goldeneye; Bufflehead

Mergansers: Common and Hoodggen below)



Grebes: Piedilled

Shorebirds: Greater Yellowlegs
Gulls: Herring and Rivglled
Doublecrested Cormorant

Sandhill Cranand Great Blue Heron

Wild Turkey (photo belowby Rose McClellandhd Ruffed Grouse

Turkey Vulture

Northern Harrier



