SUMMARY OBIRD WING MEETING

September 23, 2014

After a spring and summer meeting hiatus during which time outiogk placein Laurier Woods, Cache
Bay, and the Callander and Powassan Lagoons, we are now backNatrthéBay Public Library for our
regular monthly meetingkeld onthe fourth Tuesday of every monttstarting at 6:30 pm.

Birds of the Summer:Despitethe incementweather for a good chunk of the spring and summer, many
species were observedDick Tafedawm cobp & LIS OA S & do @herd wehé Yid tdd¥ar beSind.

Some of the species seen heardinclude allfour wrens, the House,
Winter, Marshand Sedge; both bitterns, the American and the Least
(seen at left)andthe Common Gallinule.

Othersseenincludethe Peregrine Falcon; the American Kestrel; the
Sharpshinned Hawk; the Retdiled Hawk; the Osprey in its nest at
the Hwy 11 Lakeshore Deiexit, as well as at the Cache Bay ballpark;
the Bald Eagle, nesting near all three lakes, Nipissing, Nestgpand
Trout.

There are 28 species of warblers seeable in North Bay and many of
these were seerincluding thePalm, Tennessee, Nashvillenerican
Redstar Yellow, Chestnegided, Magnolia, Northern Parula, Cape
May, Blackhroated Blue and Blaethroated Greenseen below)
Yellowrumped, Blackburnian, Pine, Black and White, Mourning,

2 A f a eomfdéenXellowthroat and Canadalsoseen(andpart of
the warblerfamily) were the Northern Waterthrush and the Ovenbird.




The two warblers seen the mostis summemwere the Common Yellowthroat and the Chestisided.
However,no specieshis summemwas seen or hearthore than theRedeyed \freo.

Sparrows seen were the Song, the Whthieoated, the Chippingseen below)the Savannah, the Swamp
and the Vesper.

Thehandsomendigo Bunting anthe pretty Eastern
Bluebird were seen Also seen werthe two grosbeaks,
the Rosebreasted and the ¥ening as well aghe
grassland bird, the Eastern Meadowlark.

Swallows seen over the summer were mostly the Tree
and the Barn. Thrushes included tHieery, the

{ 6 Ay & 2Hémavith it$ &tereal flutelike song
and the Robin, of which Renee Leges had a leucistic
Robin in her yard in Jylg photo of which is on the OFO
website, archived photos, July 2018he also saw a
leucistic European Starlifgeen belowpamong

hundreds on a telephone wire at Warren Lagoon.

One of the rare species seen swthe BlueGray
Gnatcatchera tiny, slim bird with a long tail ared
narrowwhite eyering. Dick saw it in early September at

Z; Sunset Park. It was the third time he had seen one in

North Bay and all three times he saw it in September.

Heard frequenththroughout the spring and early summer was the Brown Thrastebeautiful song
resembling that of the Gray Catbird, also seen, but with each phrase in pairs unlike the Gray. Catbird

The only owl heard during the summer was the Barred Owl.



Although canmon in our area, but not forgotten, were the Blackpped Chickadee, the Blue Jay, the
American Crow, and the Common Raven.

Shorebirds began arriving in
late August and in Septemhber
and seen were théarge
sandpipers, the Greater and
Lesser Yellowlegas well aghe
Solitary also thesmall
sandpipers, the Pectorghe

. | A [¢&e@at right)the Stilt
and the Spotted;and last, but
sometimes least the small
GLISSLXE al yRLAL
and the Semipalmated.

Rarefor this areaa HudsonianGodwitwas seen at the Powassan Lagpimitially by Dick and later by
others lItis a large shorebird that flilsousands of milefrom its breeding ground in the Arctic to
southern South American. It flies great distances at a time, making only two orstiag® enroute.
Therefore, to see it is a treat!
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All lagoon levels seemed particularly high thisnmer.

Winter Finch ForecastRon Pittawa@ &inter finch brecast is now availablg
http://ebird.org/content/canada/news/ronpittawayswinter-finch-forecast/.

In general, after little movement in the way of finches last winter, this winter should be a mixed bag of
finch movement.Some species, such as the Purple F{selen below)will head south Others, such as

the Whitewinged Crossbillsvill probably renain in the boreal forest in those areagerethe spruce

are laden with cones. Common Redpoll will move to southern Canada and the northern States because
of the thin to average birch seed crops in the north.
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http://ebird.org/content/canada/news/ron-pittaways-winter-finch-forecast/

Bird Banding at Laurier Wood<C dzNIi K SNJ (2 (K S RBirdavingBNdMuppRy talliettd dza G Q &
the number of birds bandedt Laurier Woods on August 23, 20@idring the Louise de Kiriline

LawrenceNature Festivalorganized by the
NipissingNaturalist Club. Thaumbersare
as follows:

Nashville Warbler, 23
Tennessee Warbler, 12
2 Xfaz2yQa 21 NbBfSNE ™
American Redstart, 3

Mourning Warbler, 1

Yellow Warbler, 4

Common Yellowthroat, 2

Chestnutsided Wabler, 1

Black and White Warbler, 2

Cape May Warbler, 1

Canada Warbler, 1

Pine Warbler, 1 (Bruce was most excited
about this bird because one does rajten
seePine Warblers in the New Liskeard
/Englehart areg
Blackcapped

Chickadee, 8

Least Flycatchel,

Redeye Vireo, 7
American Goldfinchl, >

Chipping Sparrow, 1
Song Sparrow, 5
Swamp Sparrow, 1
Gray Catbirdseen at
right), 1

The above represents
20 species and 77
individual birds. A good mornirigdeedfor bird banding

Horned GrebeRescue In Ontario Birds April 2014 edition, EBoropatwrote an article entitled
Encounter Between Bald Eagles and a Horned Galbéook place in February 2014 in Haliburton.
Renee Levesque emailed &ud one of theaditors of Ontario Birds Chip Weseloh, infoming them of a
similar incident in our arean January29,2014 when a Horned Grebe was rescued by a woman in
Balsam Creek and by Dick Tafel and Fred Pifthisfescue has beeforgotten by readersreadthe
summary of the Bird Wing Meeting for Felry 2014on the Nipissing Naturalist Club websied see
5 A Ophdibaf the rescued Horned Grebe on the OFO websitehived photos, January 2014

Ed and Chip respondedth thanks for sharing thinterestingrescue.



The Thing With Featherd heSurprising Lives of Birds and What They Reveal About Being Human
Dick read an excergtom thisintriguingbook by Noah Strycker, published in 2014 by Riverhead Books,
a member of Penguin Groud-he following is from Amazon.ca where the book can belmased in
hardback for approximately2p.00andon Kindle forapproximatey $16.0Q

0An entertaining and profound look at the lives of birds, illuminating their surprisingwand deep
connection with humanity.

Birds are highly intelligent animals, yet their intelligence is dramatically different from our own and has
been little understoodAs scientists come to understand more about the secrets of bird life, they are
unlocking fascinating insights into memoggme theory, and the nature of intelligence itself.

The Thing with Featheexplores the astonishing homing abilities of pigeons, the good deeds of fairy
wrens, the influential flocking abilities of starlings, the deft artistry of bowerbirds, thecegireary
memories of nutcrackers, the lifelong loves of albatross, and other mystedesaling why birds do
what they do, and offering a glimpse into our own nature.

Noah Strycker is a birder and naturalist who has traveled the world in pursuit bgiiig $ubjects.

Drawing deep from personal experience, cuttitye science, and caidul history, he spins captivating
stories about the birds in our midst and reveals the startlingly intimate coexistence of birds and humans.
With humor, style, and grac he shows how our view of the world is often, and remarkably, through the
experience of birds.

Beautiful and wise, funny and insightflihe Thing with Featheis a gripping and enlightening journey
into the lives of birds.




