BIRD WING MEETING
North Bay Public Library

November 25, 2014

The week of November 24 turned out to be quite an exciting weékorth Bay On November 25, Mike

Burrell, renowned Ontario birder, spolabout eBirdto an audience ofpproximately40. Then on

November 25, 8ramblingvasseer?2y +A O wAT T 2Q8 LINRPLISNI& 2y aOLyideéN.
Mike left North Bayaround 8:30 AM, just hours before the Brambling was seen.

Mike Burrell andeBird

aAl1SQa LINRYI NE PpatdpantdasipossiBleba@rSecreatiénal ahd gréfessional bird
watchersto entertheir bird sightings on eBirda reattime, online checklist prograitiat contributesto
science and conservation by provididgta on bird abundance and distribution
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Introducing eBird Targets—Explore the possibilities

3 December 2014
We're pleased to announce the launch of eBird @ e

Targets-3 new tool that creates a prioritized list of
county, state, or life birds that you can expect to find
in a region. Enter a region, range of menths, and
then select the list you'd like to compare. eBird
compares your selectad list against the full species
list for the selected region and months, creating 2
target species list that can be sorted taxonomically
or by frequency (the percentage of checklists that
have reportad the species). Each time you submit 2
checklist to eBird, a geo-referenced tag is created
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Top checklist
submissions for
current month by

that zllows you to keep track of your lists on the My county/district
eBird pages. From the simple life list to very focused ty/
region-based year lists, eBird Targets zllows birders Kenora -- 393

to play the games they find most interesting while
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creating more and better data for science. Frontenac -~ 261

* Niagara -- 236




eBird wa launched in 2002 by the Cornell Lab of Ornithology and National Audidoatyin the U.S,
and in 2006the eBird Canada portal was launched. Although the initial response to eBirslavas

after 2006 whereBirdbegan offering toolsproducts,incentives and information to birders, there was a
dramaticrisein the number of checklists submittedByMarch 2012, participants reported more than
3.1 million bird observationacrossNorth America.

Tools and incentiveisclude keepin@ personal birdecord and viewng data using interactive maps,
graphs and bar charts, available in Engistl French, as well as Spaniahd ina couple of monthso
make it even easier to add photos to bird recqrgmrticipans will be able to addhem without first
embeddingthem.

In 2011, eBird went global and on August 8, 20d@gedits 100 millionth observation. eBird shares
these observations with a global community of educators, land managers, ornithologists and
conservation biologists.

eBird data are secely archived daily and data is disseminated to anyone via the eBird welpsite
other applications developed by the global biodiversity information community, such as the Avian
KnowledgeNetwork (AKN) which integrates observational data on bird populaangss the western
hemisphere. In turn, AKN feeds data to international biodiversity data systems, such as the Global
Biodiversity Information Facility (GBIF). this way, ontributions to eBird increase oumnderstanding of
bird abundance and distrittion throughout the planet.

Once they register for free by providing their email addréssjerssimply enter the date they went
birding, where they went birding, the length of time they went birding and how they went birding, after
which they fill out a itemizedform indicating thespeciesand number of birds seen.

The sections to complete are fairly sekplanatory By slowly playing around with the various links and

tools, you can figure out more and more as you become familiar with eBird. YéuidonK I @S (2 f SI N
everything all at once. Start with entering your sightings and go fro
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strengths is its flexibility.
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Automated data quality filters review all submissions before theige
the database and experts review unusual records flagged by the filte
If experts note anything unusual, you will get an email from them
asking you for additional details or a photo.
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increase eBird participation in Nipissinglike was pleased with the THE

number ofenthusiastiqpeople who attended He was also weltleased LOVE Ly
with his gift,The Lovely and the Wijldy Louise de Kinme Lawrence, AND
GLBSBOSRE G2 aAil(Bhevwodrd dpfeseéddisinl F St ¢

quotation marks because Dick forgotbring the book, but as Mike was THE WILD
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Louise de Kiriline Lawrence was the first Canadian to win the
prestigiousJohnBurroughdMledalfor natural history writing folThe
Lovely and the Wild(This medal was won in 1952 by Rachel Carson
for The Sea Around Ud/s. Carson is probably best known for her
controversiakenvironmental clasic Silent Springpublished in 1963
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Dick Tafel was notified by Vic Rizzo in the late morning of November 26 fgwghaurs after Mike had

left, that there was a strange bird in his yaedbird Vic initially thought might be a Linn@&ick then
O2y il OGSR wSySS [S@SaljdzS (G2 Fal KSNI G2 02YS 20SNJ
to show, but once seeit was quickly identified as a Brambling, a lovelyaBian finchthat wasloosely

associating with the Evenirigosbeaks, about 35 of which were seen that afternodrne Brambling is

casual during migration to southern Alaska and accidental south to Canada and the Northwestern

United States.



Renee took photosf the Bramblingand posted the sighting on OntbirdBor the next two days, many
birders from all over Ontaridrom Montreal and Detroitand locabirders,descendecdn+ A @afdand,
for the most part, respected his property and his wishes

A transplanted Irishman from County Cork now living in Grintslal the story of how he had twice

gone into Niagar@n-the-Lake, a half an hour away, to see the Eurasian Tree Spawtdeh was

making the Ontbird headlines at the same time as the Bram/ading each time, he did not see the bird.
But when he drovall the way up to North Bay ddovember 27 he was immediatelyewardedwith

good viewingof the Bramblingb 2 ¢ (Kl 1 Q& y2NIKSNY Kz2aLWAdlfAadae

Thanks to Vic for sharing the news and putting up withmanybirders To show our appreciationhé
Bird Wing groumaveVic athank-you card andmoneyfor the purchase of bird seed

Reneecompletedthe rare bird report for the Ontario BirBecords Committee (OBRC). The Brambling
has not been seen in Ontario for 20 years and this sighiampnly the8" in Ontario. The previous
sevensightings are:

November 12 to 18, 1980, in Brampton
October 23 to 26, 1983, in Atikokan
February 20 to April 11, 1991, near Port Hope

October 4 to 7, 1991n Atikokan
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November 12, 1993, in Dorland (Oxford County)
De@mber 24, 1993 to April 14, 1994, in Hungry Hollow (Middlesex County)
April 18 to 20, 1994n Black River (Kenora District)
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Gallery athttp://www.ofo.ca/gallery/checklist/subfamily/62/species/455You will also see Sandra

Hodl 6 KQa LIK2G2a 0GKSNBO® {a&ky®u willknow from BegiRgh&tIBidzphotasK 2 G 2 3 N
on the OFO website and on eBird. Sired FrankHorvath, also familiar from the OFO websijet to

+ A OrtNibvember 270 see the Bramblingnd it was nicgo be able to put faces to names

Merrick Landfill Site Visits

There werewo vidts to the Merrick Landfill Site in November, on Novembg&iand 29. Gulls are

difficult to identify because many are threandfour-year gulls Each year their plumage is somewhat

different than the year before until they reatheir more identifiable dult plumage.What also makes

identification difficult is that somegulls are sukspecies of other gullend adted Pinto learned at the

recent workshop hattendedin NiagaaFallE Y dzYf A Sy Q& Ddzf f A & butalsé dzo & LISOA S
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no wonder onesometimesneeds to poe over

photosand field guides andven go to gull school

before being able to make a positive identificatipn

and even then!

Ourtwo trips to the landfill sitanitially yielded

thousands of Herring Gullsut only about200 by
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http://www.ofo.ca/gallery/checklist/subfamily/62/species/455

