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Marchôs Bird Wing meeting was held once again at Laporteôs Nursery, the day after Cardinal 

filmed there to a closed set, meaning we donôt know where the ñdeadò body was found ï in the 

room in which we held our meeting, in the greenhouse or at the back of the property?  Reminds 

me of the board game, Clue.  In the parlour with a candlestick by Miss Scarlet or Professor 

Plum?  Very appropriate that a series named Cardinal was filmed where we Bird Wingers meet. 

 

Since our meeting on March 23, more spring species have been seen, but this report focuses only 

on those seen up to the date of the meeting.  At that time, there were still hills and hills of snow 

and frozen lakes and ponds ï not that this didnôt continue beyond that date, but as you read in 

Dick Tafelôs March Bird Bash Report, many spring species were seen after our meeting, 

although in small numbers.   

 

Birds Seen in March:  

 

I have to start with Red Crossbills seen once again only by Gary and Connie Sturge and where 

but on Stillaway Line.  It is a species that has eluded the rest of us once again despite our 

attempts to make that not so.  And just in case you might wonder about the sole Sturge sighting, 

Gary sent me photos of the crossbills he saw.  It may be we will need to camp at the corner of 

Stillaway and Maple Hill if we have any hope at all of seeing these crossbills. 

 

Now for some spring species: Gary and Connie had four Red-winged Blackbirds at their feeder, 

and although Kaye Edmonds was not in attendance, she had one.  Rose McClelland had a 
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Common Grackle at her feeder and Grant McKercher saw one at Memorial Drive and Lakeshore 

in North Bay.  Curtis Irish saw European Starlings and although many stay here over the winter, 

they are now arriving with their breeding yellow bills.  (More on sightings of  starlings at  

feeders later in this report.) 

 

Grant was the first member of the group to report seeing a Turkey Vulture, seen by him and 

Shirley in Sundridge.   

 

Matt Procunier reported a Merlin on Maple 

Hill Road and Connie and Gary, one in their 

yard.   

 

Dick Tafel saw about 20 adult Herring Gulls in 

Mattawa, about 50 in Sturgeon Falls on the 

tiny bit of open water near Twiggôs, and a few 

in North Bay, and I saw an adult Ring-billed 

Gull (left) in Sturgeon Falls.  I know it is a 

very common gull by the time the real spring 

and summer arrive, making a nuisance of itself 

at lakeside picnics, at McDonaldôs and even at 

lakeside restaurants, but itôs always special 

seeing the first bird heralding spring, even if it 

is a common gull. 

Lori Anderson had a Song Sparrow in her 

yard, seen on the last day of Nipissingôs 

version of World Sparrow Day.  Steve Pitt also had one during Sparrow Count Week, and Gary 

and Connie had one in their yard on March 25, too late to be counted for Sparrow Week.  

American Tree Sparrows were seen by Gary and Connie, also after count week, although Ernie 

Fraye had a couple on count day.  (More on World Sparrow Day/Week later in this report.)   

 

 

Canada Geese were seen by Jim Hasler and by Dick and me.  They were seen on the open water 

in Bonfield; in Mattawa, along the Mattawa River; and in flight in North Bay.  Lloyd and Janet 

Sparks saw some on icy Wolfe 

Lake.  

 

Newcomer Bill Sikora, who 

actually lives in Guelph but whose 

daughter lives in North Bay, 

joined our meeting and mentioned 

seeing the American Crow.  Like 

the starling, many stay in the City 

year-round; however, the sheer 

number of crows arriving in North 

Bay and surrounding areas 

heralded spring even before spring 
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officially began ï after the time changed, but before the calendarôs official first day of spring.  In 

my area, the crows arrived on March 12, displacing all but a couple of the Common Ravens who 

were seen by some carrying twigs with which to build their nests.  

 

But the most iconic of the spring birds, the one that truly is a harbinger of spring is the American 

Robin, not yet seen by anyone at our meeting.  However, Martha Gould in her Pinewood 

subdivision saw two in her yard the week before our meeting.  (Since the date of our meeting, 

others have been seen as you read in Dickôs March Bird Bash Report.) 

 

Common Goldeneye  have been here all winter, a few seen recently on the Ottawa River and in 

Bonfield, and about 20 or more a few weeks back at the Mattawa Lagoon.  Mallards were seen 

by some, but it doesnôt seem as if they were seen in the numbers of other years.  Gary Chowns 

wasnôt present so we donôt know if  they were still all congregated in his yard. 

 

Other birds seen included all three woodpeckers, the Hairy and Downy by Ken Gowing among 

others, and the Pileated by Sarah Wheelan among others. 

 

The Canada Jay was seen by Jim, Dick and me, Jim at his place near the airport and by Dick and 

me on Papineau Road near Mattawa.  

 

Jim also saw a Ruffed Grouse, as did others.  Wild Turkeys were seen at the Chisholm landfill 

site.  Lori reports the person in charge there feeds them, so if you want to add them to your list, 

you can rely on Chisholmôs dump for that.  

 

Jim had about 15 Mourning Doves at his place, and Gary and Connie about 10 at their place.  

 

Some of us saw many Blue Jays and some of us 

very few.  I had 14 in my yard and Gary had 12.  

My 14 were very noisy the day they all 

descended, taking up many branches in one of 

my trees.  I think they were at a Blue Jay 

conference determining what positions and roles 

each are to take as we move into spring and the 

breeding season.  I also had one that suddenly 

arrived, in that it was not with the others in my 

yard most of the day.  It stood out from the 

others because of the black stripes on its chest.  

Yes, it was snowing and it looked wet, but none 

of the other Blue Jays had these black stripes 

and they were part of the same weather system.  

Maybe this particular Blue Jay got wetter than 

the others or maybe its grey/white chest feathers 

were sparse, showing black underneath.  I got a 

poor photo of it (left), but it shows the black 

stripes.  
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Up until a week or so before the meeting, I was still getting quite a few Pine Grosbeaks (pictured 

on heading), but now only Evening Grosbeaks.  Gary and Connie also had Evenings at their 

feeders.  Common Redpolls continued to come to feeders, but not as many as there were during 

the winter, although for some, still in fair numbers.  Grant recently had 12 at his feeder.  On a 

couple of occasions, I had the larger, darker and more heavily striped redpoll at my feeder, the 

subspecies rostrata.  The redpoll we tend to see most frequently is the subspecies flammea.  I 

had hoped to see the Hoary Redpoll this winter, one that is very frosty looking, but it did not 

make an appearance in my yard.  See http://jeaniron.ca/2015/redpollsRP.htm for more 

information on identifying the redpoll subspecies.   

 

 

The one bird that was absolutely everywhere this winter was the Black-capped Chickadee, one of 

Marc Buchananôs favourite birds and who can blame him.  I am beginning to think it really 

should be Canadaôs national bird.  So faithful, doesnôt mind winter, very friendly and yet 

fearsome.  We should not be put off by its littleness.  

 

 

 

A few days prior to the 

meeting, I saw on eBird that 

Scott Dewey saw my nemesis 

bird, the Boreal Chickadee, not 

once, but twice on the same 

day and in different locations!  

Now how is that for luck!  And 

not just that, but the Boreal ate 

out of his hand!!  Scott and his 

family were feeding Black-

capped Chickadees from their 

hands, when along came the 

Boreal wanting some of the 

feeding action!   

 

I simply had to call Scott even 

though I donôt know him, but 

did meet him briefly once on 

Riding Stable Road while he 

was surveying.  He said he was 

expecting my call.  That is how 

well we eBirders know one 

another when we donôt really 

know one another!  Anyway, 

that day he saw one at his 

place in West Ferris and one 

on Nosbonsing Park Road.  We resisted sitting outside his house in West Ferris, but Dick and I 

went to Nosbonsing Park Road off Quae Quae Road, armed with seed.  We found the exact spot 
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after calling Scott again and 

stood there for half an hour or 

more with our seed-filled hands 

held out, but only the Black-

capped came and came and 

came.  (More on both 

chickadees later in this report.) 

 

Not sure if the Northern Shrike 

(right) is still catching 

chickadees at the Chownsô, but 

I had one in my back yard and 

the Sparks had one at their 

place. 

 

In addition to Lori Laporteôs Cardinal, I noted on eBird that someone in Sturgeon Falls saw a 

Northern Cardinal in her yard in March.  I spent some time looking for it there, but to no avail. 

 

On the raptor front, I saw a Peregrine Falcon on top of the cross at the Pro-Cathedral, later seen 

by Kaye and by Dick.  I featured the Peregrine in an article I did in Aprilôs newsletter, so be sure 

to check that out at https://www.nipnats.com/newsletters/.  Later in the year, we will be 

screening the DVD we purchased, Worldôs Fastest Animal, a DVD we will add to our collection 

of two, the other on hummingbirds.  Both will be kept at Gary and Connieôs. 

 

Sarah saw an adult Bald Eagle (below) in flight and others saw some at the Powassan landfill site 

and elsewhere. 

 

For about three days, Jim had a 

Barred Owl at his place, and Matt 

also had one at his place, and 

although that was in February, I 

will let that go and report on it this 

month.  Lori Laporte had a couple 

of Great Horned Owls by her 

place!  

 

 

World Sparrow Day/Week:   

 

World Sparrow Day was the first 

day of spring, March 20, but 

because most years we have snow 

and continuing wintry conditions 

at that time, we extended the day 

to a week, but still place emphasis 

on the actual Count Day.  The 
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main sparrow target is the House Sparrow because apparently its numbers are declining 

worldwide, but other sparrows are also counted.  So how did we fare this year?  Not too bad 

considering the weather and the sheer amount of snow.  We saw a total of 36 sparrows made up 

of 3 species ï House, 32; Song, 2; and American Tree, 2.  

 

We were down significantly from last year when we saw 93 sparrows and 6 species.  However, 

we did much better than in 2017 when we saw only 11 sparrows and the same 3 species as this 

year.  I would think 2018 was a bumper year because we had the Chipping Sparrow that stayed 

at my place all winter and the Harrisôs Sparrow that stayed at the Chownsô.   

 

Gary saw 16 House Sparrows at his place and Lori, 14 House Sparrows at her place on Count 

Day, and Dick and I and Buddy Myles saw 2 at the Co-op Feed Store in Verner during Count 

Week ï probably the same 2, so counted only as 2. 

 

Steve Pitt had a Song Sparrow (right) at 

his place on March 21, and Lori, one at 

her place on March 23.  And Ernie Frayle 

had 2 American Tree Sparrows at his 

place on Count Day. 

 

Not that there is a trophy for this event, 

but if there were, it would have to go to 

Gary for seeing the most sparrows, and 

House Sparrows at that, and on the 

legitimate Count Day. 

 

 

Stories from the Field:  

 

Gary Sturge:  Gary was one of the first, 

along with Kaye Edmonds, to report the 

arrival of a Red-winged Blackbird at his 

feeder.  He mistook it for a sign of spring, but as I type this on April 5, it is snowing and the 

snow in many parts of our northeastern world continues to be deep.  Maybe Gary and his 

Powassanites got carried away thinking spring was just around the corner.  But you have to give 

them credit for their optimism, 

especially when, as Gary reports, 

ñThe mayor, a small delegation 

(left) and band were on hand to 

celebrate the event and to present 

some feed to the weary traveller.ò   
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Steve Pitt:  Steve also 

had early Red-winged 

Blackbirds, and being a 

funny man too, he 

reported, ñThey looked 

like tourists who booked 

a B&B and just arrived 

to find out the place was 

a dump.ò   

Steve was also the first, 

along with Kaye again, 

to have European 

Starlings with their 

yellow breeding bills, 

and he, like Gary, had a 

delegation greeting his first 

starling, only in Steveôs 

case, it was a delegation of one, as you will see from Steveôs photo. 

Renee Levesque:  I previously wrote 

about Blue Jays getting their calcium 

by peeling paint off the white posts 

and railings of my verandah.  Their 

numbers have expanded from 2 to 8 

and their territory has expended from 

the white posts and railings to the 

green verandah floor and the green 

wooden border around my front 

flower bed.  So much for the Blue Jays 

preferring light paint as I had read!   

 

 

Rock Pigeons:  

 

It is not usual that I write specifically 

about Rock Pigeons, birds most of us 

consider nuisance birds.  But one day 

when three landed on my patio, I 

watched them intently, their necks 

glistening purple and green in the 
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