Bird Wing Report
March 2017

Text by Renee Levesque; photos as indicated

Note: Most of the photos in Didkafeb slidepresentation were from various online soutces
prefer not to usenline photosbut instead photos from Bird Wing members or area birders.
However, | had to use one from Wikipelecause | know of no one who has a photo®Gfeat
Shearwater.For obvious reasong,also used an online photo of the Night Parrot

The Brd Wing meeting was held in the auditorium of the North Bay Public Library on March
28, and although, as always, we began by giving our name and two birds we saw, because the
meeting so closely foll owed Mar c hihesBirdBashd Bash

Report by Dick Tafel, | am going to highlight only the unusaral migranbirds seen in March.

Greater White-fronted Goose On March 23some of useceived quite the surprising email
from Gary Sturge. While out running Gussie and Ahis dogs, not his grandkidshe noticed
two unusual geese in amongst a handful of Canada Geese in a field on Maple Hiliikbad
what to his wondering eyes should appear, but two Greater Wihitted Geesé quite a rare
goose in our neck ofthewood&88ar y6s photo is bel ow.
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Greater Whiteronted are called just that becausegg
of the white patch on the front tifefacei onthe
forehead and at the basetloébill. Thebill is
pinkish or orangethelegs and feet are orange; arf %
thebelly has black markingswhite-fronted Geese
can be confused with domestic geese, but
domestics lack the black belly markings and havf *

Marc Buchana



thicker necks and bigger bellies.

The Greater Whitéronted breeds across the tundra in wet coastal areas or on the drier inland

tundra, fromNunavutto Siberia, across Russia and in Greenland. It has one of the largest ranges

of any species of goose in the worldnfortunately for photgurposes, | saw the geese during a
snowstormbut given their breeding r an§8eephotono wonde
below.

It winters west of the Missig®i River where there are agricultural fields for foraging and
shallowwaters for roosting. In migration, it tends to follow established routes and tends to be
faithful to traditional stopovers. It rarely strays to northeastern North America. This,spring
based on Ontbird sightings, it would seem many
strayed into Ontario.

Owls: Includingthe morecommon Barred Owl, it
certainly has been a spring for seeing dw@reat
Gray, Northern Hawk and Great Horned brief
description of each follows.

GreatGray Anot her species
the GreatGray Owl. Thanks to Ernie Frayle for
alerting us to twe and later threein thearea of
Boundary and Homestead Roads in Calvin
Township. This year seems to be an irruptive yea
for them because not only were three seen in Cal
Township, but one on Jocko PoRbad and one on
Birchgrove Drive.

Renee Levesq!



The Great Gray i s Nor tldngtalrardrdody ergth ofupagtd 32e st o wl
inches. Yet, an adult weighs only 2 to 3 Ibs. It seems as if it should weigh more because of its
thick down and insulating fé@ers that protect it from the northern coldverall, it appears

silvery-gray in colour with its brown, gray and white streakihgis a graceful flyerflying low

over fields hunting for mice, squirrels and other small mammals, usually just beforeddw

just before sunsealthough in the winter, it will hunt by day.

It hasalarge, round head with huge, strorgjlyed facial discs and yellow eyeét has a black
chin with two broad, crescetike white patches underneath its chin, like a whtestache. It
has a yellow bill and no ear tufts.

It seldom ventures south and if it does, it is driven there by a scarcity of tddes dense
coniferous forestadjacent to meadows amdthe subarctic, swampy evergreen forests with

bogs. In this isolated environment, it has little contact with humans and that is why it seems
tame when approached. In 2011, one showed up in Kingsville, Essex County, in southwestern
Ontariq causing quite a stir in the birding world. See:
http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/windsor/grgedy-owl-drawsbirdersto-southerrontario

1.1079732

The Great \@hoehyohe,axwell aksingles
whoos.

The Great Gray was also seen by Dick, Grant McKercher,
Rowley, Katherine Byers and me, among others.

Northern Hawk Owl A Northern Hawk Ow(right) was
unexpecatdly seen during the March Bird Bash on a wire th
crosses Hwy. 64 near Lavigne. If the Great Gray is our
largest owl, the Na@ahernHawk Owl, although not our
smallest owljs a small owl, nevertheless, 14.5 to 17.5 inch
long. Itis grayish brown abovand itsunderparts are barred
brown and white. Its facial discs are bordered with black &
its eyes are yellow. It too has a long tail and no ear tufts.

It likes open coniferous forests, birch scrub, tamarack bog
and muskeg, sibtoo israrely seen south. Itis a day flier an
hunter, hunting rodents, birds and large insects.

Because it has little contact with humalilss the Great
Gray, it also seems tame amgleasily approached.

| believe thdast time a Northern Hawk Owl was saarour
area was in 20lwhen one spent most of the winter
Ouellette Road.

Renee Levesq!


http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/windsor/great-grey-owl-draws-birders-to-southern-ontario-1.1079732
http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/windsor/great-grey-owl-draws-birders-to-southern-ontario-1.1079732

Kaye Edmonds

The Northern Hawk Owl sounds a bit like a faldokikikiki i and a bit like a kestrélilly-illy -
illy -illy. _ 7
Dick and | saw this owl during the March Bigash. ‘

Great Horned Owl Another large owl21 to 22 inches
long, seen or heard bgsomethis springis the Great
Horned Owl. It is a nighttime huntefound all over
North Americai in forests, woodlots, deserts, open
country and even residential areasitiAts ear tufts
widely spread and its conspicuous white thrtzge
headand seemingly no neck, it gives the impression
a fearless hunter. And it,igith its keen eye, acute eajg
powerful talons and sharped hooked beak. And if th
i snodt toecatah itsgptey squirrels, rabbits, ‘
skunks, songbirds, geese, hawks and even porcupin
it is silent on the wing Its hoot is a familiar onéu-
hu-hu-hu, hoo! hoo

Lori Anderson heard one on her property and Dick a
| came upon oneear Riding Stable Road. )

Other Birds: Kaye Edmonds had a pair of Northern
Cardinals at her feedgohotobelow);Mar y Yo u
Redbellied Woodpecker continues to come to her
feeder; and although not rare, Brand Laura % ot U
Turcotk, as wellas Gary and Luana Chowrsaw a Renee Levesqi

Peregrindg-alcon at the Pr€athedraburing the
March Bird Bashand Gary Sirgeand | each had a
Black-backed Woodpecker in our ared3ary sent me
a photo of his birch tree as prdof

Kevan Cowcill had a most interesy Common

Redpoll at his feeder, one with a rusty cap, much like

that of the American Tree Sparro. See Kevanods
photo at the top of the next page.)



Migrant Arrivals : Although a
Canada Goose was first spotted o
February 2&y Brent and Kaygit
has now arrived in large numbers &
andwasseen by most of us,
including Rob Rodgeiboth :
Herring and Ringpilled Gulls have [
made an appearancdso seeby |
many of us, including Mary Lotd
the American Crow has now
replaced in numberthe Common
Raven as attested by Curtis Irisio A,
in honour of the raven, a bird whiclf§ =
kept us company all winter, a bird B O e S T e i - : i Y.
mythologized for its divine and magic powdns]ow isa photo of a Kevan Cowci
Common Raven by S taphotbthat wotderiityn n e 1 i
showst he r av e n 6 stheGheat §lgeyHeronhwasosspotted by Gary on Maple Hill Road;
American Tree Sparrows are

beginning to grow in number;
the Darkeyed Juncas starting
to arrive;the Common Grackle
has arrived and wikoon be
increasing in numbethe Red
winged Blackbird has also
arrived, the male witits
brilliant red epauletghe
Merlin is certainly making its
presence known in some
neighbourhoodsand it seems
Steve Pitt may have been the
first to spot a American
Kestreland a Turkey Vultie,
both in the east part of our
area, although Ken Gowing

sawfour on Nosbasing Road
andby now,some of us have seéime odd one

We may have seesome ofthe last of some of our winteirds, particularly the Snow Buntings
and Lapland Longspurs. Conrgaw 20 to 25 buntings and one Lapland Longspur among them
on Maple Hill Roadduring the March Bird BashMaple Hill Road seems to liee new

Stillaway Line for thebirds, except for theNorthern Goshawkvhich still haunts Stillawayhut
seeminglyfforGay 6 s benefit onl y!



