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Bird Wing Outing Report
May 2019

By Renee Levesque; photos as indicated

Some photos in this report ar e hdvgasmanyWierki medi a
member photos for the Bird Wing reports, but
as well as we did this spring and | waanted to

opportunityto see them. The shorebirds ware far away for decent photos and two warblers
refused tchang around posing for photos

Outing: Seven of us met at Laurier Woods on the morning of May
It was sunny and relatively mild, a good morning for a walk throug
woods to find wood watbrs and other species. And find them we dif

Warblers seen wer&/i | s o n 6 ®venbirdj Tgrmes3ee, Orange
crowned, CommoilY ellowthroat, American Redstart, Magnolfamale
Blackburnian, Yellow, Chestmgided, Yellowrumpedand female

Canada

Three lucky birders who wandered ofi their owngot to see the
Blackpoll (photo shown later in this repoehd theBlack-throated Blue *
(below). :

Sarah Wheela

\ Flycatchers seen were:
. o Least, Eastern Phoebe and Great Crested.
Sparrows seen were: Whiteroated, Song and

Swamp.

Woodpeckers seen were: Pileated and Northern
Flicker.

Thrushes seen werdeery pelow)Swai nsonods
and American Robin.

/ Other species seen were

L
Redeyed Vireo, Brown
CreeperBrown
Thrasher, Evening Grosbeak and Ruffed Grouse.

And because it would not be right to leave them out, more commorg.. =~
species seen were: Ribgled Gull, Turkey Vulture, Redavinged

i
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Blackbird, Common Grackle, Blue Jay, American Crow and BagpedChickadee.

Nocturnal Owl Survey: Although the NocturnaDwl Survey took place in late April, | am still
waiting for two reports. I wondt name the tw
those | did receive reports from were Gary Sturg@&r@arPokorny/Sarah Wheelan, and Marc

Buchanan. | cannot declare the winner of the trapingport on the resultmtil the two

missing reports are receivebtllow that convocation is over ahe has an honorary doctorate

one of the reports should be focbming soon; and with all the rain these days, maybe farming
isndét i n the cards and time can be spent writ

American WoodcockSinging Ground Survey: The American Woodcock Singing Ground
Survey was conducted May by Gary and Connie Sturgad Matt ProcunierGary reports
they officially heard 4 American Woodcocks ahdnofficial woodcock It is unofficial because
it was heard oudf the vehiclewindow betweerfficial stops, but not at thectualstop.

Great Canadian Birdathon: The Great Canadian Birdathon, along with the Christmas Bird

Count, is one of the highlights of our birding season and a great deal of fun. Once again two
teams enteredompeting for a beautiful trophyt would be nice to have more teams, so do
consider entering next year. As Il ong as two
the full 24 hours We went from 1:00 p.m. on the Saturday to 1:00 p m. oSﬂmjay, but that
doesndt mean wearmrsd aiyte dd ae
you have to be present for all those hours as long as
people see the birdOneteam finishedn Saturdayy
10:00 p.m., the other teaimy 9:00 p.m.We wereall up
and at®em by 6:00 a.mthe nextmorning

Saturday it rained on and off most of the day, but that
not deterusdedicated birdthoners.Sunday was a sunny
spring day. (We have had SOME of those!)

Di c k T a f erhpdised of teaanmembers Lori
AndersonJackie Manella and mence again won the
trophy with 103 species seen and 11 heard. Marc
B u ¢ h a reamcongprised of team members Sarah
Wheelan, Grant and Shirley McKercher and Oriana
Pokorny saw 84 species and heard 3.

The highl i gh ttsokglacerin tilbiaeds 0 §
Powassan Lagoon and Veuve River Road, both éneas Mdf - Own work, Wikimedia Commol
other teandecided to bypass. At the lagoon, three of us

T Lori, Jackie and + saw aovely Cerulean Warblefabove)i arare find for our area.

Unfortunately,Dick missedseeing it We tried to refind it for him, but we could not linger for

long, it being aBirdathon.



It wasndét the only wtherd |
almost every warbler thersg, including a great view of
theBlackpoll (right),a war bl er we so
to seewithout some troubleBut this time it was sitting |
there waiting for us as we pulled up to the lagoelts. £
At first glance, | thought it a Black and White, tiaén
Dick excitedly yloll add &
closer inspection with our binos, waw thaindeed it
was a Blackpoll!

Cephas Own work, Wikimedia Commot

Marcbés team al so s acertanigwese war bl e
there to see in Laurier Woods and along Cranberay. It

was along Cranberry Trail close to 8i@0the evening thaiur

teamsaw both the male and female Bargasted, except for

Dick yet again! He needs to stick closer to the wo+fiodd!

The warblers were easier to spot and find this Birdathon

compared to other years. Spring arrived late, as did the

war bl ers; the | eavesiswmatesnot f ul
were still in the budding stagand the black flies and

mo s qui t o etarrivedeedablidg us tgnanage the wood

walks easily.

‘ We also got great views of ti8xarlet Tanagdieft) at
; 2

Powassan dgoonand we saw one the next day in Laurier
Woods

A flooded f ar mefivéuse RivéerRdadl at t he
offeredshorebirdsup in beautiful breeding coloursa

Hudsonian Godwifrare in our areaRuddy Turnstonefne
picturedbelow), Blackbdlied Plovers, American Golden

Renee Levesque Plovers, Semipalmated Plovers, a Least Sandmpera
Killdeer or two. Hundreds of Ringilled Gulls, some
Bonaparte Gulls an8 Caspian Terns | Sl
completed the picture. e

(Others later headed out to this fiéldlwas
there at least 5 timésand additional species "
seen were Red Knot rare in our areard
picturedatthe top of the next page 4
Semipalmated Sandpipers, Dunlins and three
Laughing Gulls, the latter seen only by Michae
Arthurs. Unfortunately the Laughing Gulls,
another rare find in our area, were not there tf
next day. Oneof my five viewings was

Hans Hillewaert, Wikimedia Commo



Arigela Martin

particularlyawesome in the true sense of the
wordT threeof us saw the sky blacken with
approximately800 shorebirdsabout 250 of
them, Blackbellied Plovers.)

The other teamalso elected not to searoh
Saturday nightor the Whippoorwill and the
American Woodock both of which were
heard by)urteam The American Woodcock

Laurier Woods by the parklng lot, atite
Whip-poorwill washeard at Dreaniake
although not heard by DickNot sure if the
otherteam saw any Chimney Swi fts, MainStreB@Wesktd s t e an
see them because we sdwr 5at Powassan Lagopaour firststopoSat ur day o6.s Bi rdat

- This luck saved us considerable time!

Red KnotHans H|IIewaert Wlklmedl Commo

The species Dickdéds team mi ssed, but
Green Heron, Bufflehead, Rémleasted Merganser, Breadnged
Hawk, Downy Woodpecker and Pileated Woodpecker.

Surprisingly, neitheteam saw an Eastern Bluebird, but a nice blue
bird seen by DndgkBugingfief)amilsaca s t he
Road.

Breeding Bird Survey andthe Great Lakes Marsh Monitoring

' Program: Both theBreeding Bird Survey and thdarsh Monitoring

Programare being conducteabjain this yeaby Paul Smylie. | hope

to go with Paul on his Breeding Bird Survayer on in Juneas does

Jackie Manella.Results of both surveys will be highlighted in
September or Octoberds newsl etter ¢
results become available.

Nightjar Survey: The Nightjar Surveyheld between June 15 and
July 15,to count the number of |,
Eastern Whigpoorwills and
Common Nighthawks wilbe conductedheweek of June 17"

route theyhadlastyearRe s ul t s wi | | be
Bird Wing report and in September or Octabaewsletter ’;r

From the Field: And speaking of nightjar&sary Chowns
notified Dick aad me of aCommon NighthawKright)

resting in a tree in Laurier WoodsWe received notification
while we were looking at shorebirds on Veuve River Roat

Gary howns



Gary Sturge

andbecauseave hadnotseen nighthawks during the Great Canadian Birdattvosee one

especiallyduring the day resting in a tree was a treat. | haémssen one in the day at rest and

was anxious to get its photo. So we drove carefully bdakas going to say rushed back but
thought better of thatgott o Lauri er Woods, couldndét,héind it
directed us to the exact spot and there it iwagll camouflaged, but there.

PamHandley nf or med me t h a t"weddingBrmiversanniniMap, theéyevérs 5 7
rewarded with three colourful birds at their suet feetdhe Rosebreasted Grosak, the

female Baltimore Oriole and the Indigo Bunting. It is amazing what birds know, eversb@der
anniversaries!!

And speaking of oriolesGary and Connie Sturgeave had their shardh May, theyhad5
Baltimore Orioleqone pictured deft) in their Powassan area yatlreemales and two

~ « females. Gary lost no time in putting out oranges for
them, although they seemed to prefer the hummingbird
feeders.Two remained to nest near their property.
How fortunatefor the Sturgels

Buddy Mylesalsohada Baltimore Oriole at his place
in Verner, attracted there by oranges and grapefrait
hadoutto attractheorioles. Steve Pithad afemale
Oriole (below)in his Lake Talon yardattracted there
by the hummingbird feedgr Steve reporthis Lady
Baltimorevandalized his hummingbird feeders by
ripping off the yellow gratesSome of udhave seen
and heard the maRaltimoresinging his heart out at
his usial place near the Veuve River bridggeems
moreorioles were seen this spring\ariousplaces
than usual.

And i f that was moGaryandnder f ul
Connie to have so many Baltimores at their plticey
were also the lucky recipients of the réme-our-area
Orchard Oriole, as was Buddy

issueof Ni pi ssing Na
newsletteffor an article on the Orchard
Oriole and these enviable sightings:
https://www.nipnats.com/newsletters/
(The article also
photo of theOrchard.)

Connie and Garyave also attracted
about 12Rubythroated Hummingbirds
to their6 feeders!!

Steve Pit


https://www.nipnats.com/newsletters/

Janet and Lloyd Sparksave a pair of American Bitterns near their place by Wolfe Lake. The
bitternseven performed their courtship ritual rightn  t he Spar ks é property i

And speaking of courtship rituals, in my yard, | hadanmon Grackle perform his rituadt(
right), puffing up his brilliant dark colours that glisten in theésu
The female did not seem to pay him much attention, but I was |~
impressednd she must have been too because the pair are ne_
near my property. ;

was not a birding holiday, although Steve saw some birds. He 3 e
a nice photo of the cute litt€haffinch(below)and was fascinated
by themanyCory Sheerwaters he saw while on a whale/dolphi
sea excursian

[ —

During May, Laurier Woodsvas

a temporary home tat least 11
Solitary SandpipersRather
ironic considering they are ;
solitary, but they were migrating®
through and in migration, there is

strength in numbersThose of us

- who spenctonsiderable time in Laurier Woods during May,
. like Kaye Edmonds, Dick, the Turcottes, the Chowns and me
no doubt savone (picturedelow) if not all eleven.

Renee Levesq
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One beautifukarlyspring evening in May,
Peter Ferris my husbandohnand | went
outwith Peter in higeep to view the
heronry off Birchodéds Road. We wer e
rewarded with seein§ neststwo on the
same tree, one above the otl®&Great

Blue Herons, with one in the nesthe
photoon the next pagehows thédemale
being fed by the malePeter recently
reported that only two of the nests are
occupied, a steep decline from a few years
ago when all five nests were occupiadd
that both nestasow have chicks.

Renee Levesq!



