
                                              Bird Wing Outing 

Text and photos by Renee Levesque, unless otherwise specified  

1. Outing:   Our first scheduled Tuesday outing of the season, led by Dick Tafel, 

took place on Tuesday morning, May 24, the first morning Bird Wing outing we 

have had since I joined Bird Wing in September 2012.  No doubt a good choice to 

switch it to the morning for a May warbler walk in Laurier Woods, even if those 

who work could not join us.  But they were able to join in the three May Saturday 

morning walks held in Laurier Woods and sponsored by the Friends of Laurier 

Woods.  I was on all three walks plus our Bird Wing walk, so am hoping I wonôt 

get one mixed up with the 

other and indicate we saw 

birds we didnôt actually see. 

Kevan Cowcill joined us on 

this walk and his well-trained 

ear proved to be an asset.  He 

heard the Canada Warbler 

before we saw it, my first 

sighting of one this season.  

He also heard two Eastern 

Wood Pewees before we saw 

the one.  This was the first 

time ever I saw one, although 

I believe I saw one a few days 

earlier and thought it was a 

Least Flycatcher.  We had a 

good view of it and Kaye 

Edmonds got a great photo 

of it, as seen at right.  We also 

heard the Least Flycatcherôs 

che-bek. 

 



Other warblers seen were the stunning Blackburnian (photo below centre); 

Magnolia; Yellow; American Redstart (photo below left by Kevan Cowcill), 

Laurier Woodsô most numerous warbler, with the Chestnut-sided in second place; 

Black and White; Yellow-rumped (photo below right); and the rarely-seen, but 

often heard, Ovenbird. 

 

Lori Anderson and I heard the Sora (photo 

at right), but I donôt think anyone else did.  

We had heard and seen it on one of the 

Saturday morning May walks when we 

lagged behind, and we heard it again, 

although we didnôt see it.  Again, we 

lagged behind while the others were trying 

to hear or see the Virginia Rail. 

Sparrows seen or heard were White-

throat, Song, Swamp and Savannah, a 

great view of the latter on a rock by the 

first pond.  

The Red-eyed Vireo could be heard 



everywhere and there 

were at least a couple 

of Warbling Vireos 

(photo at right  by 

Lisa Hackett) with 

their more melodic 

songs.  We also heard 

a Great-crested 

Flycatcher.  The 

Veery was heard 

calling many times, 

although I donôt 

believe any sang for 

us on that occasion. 

The Brown Thrasher (photo below) and the Gray Catbird were either seen or 

heard.  I think we heard the Gray Catbird, but saw a Brown Thrasher, actually two 

of them, on the forest floor in their usual place, just before you get to the first 

pond.   This is stretching my memory after all the bird walks I have done so far this 

year, but I believe I am accurate, althoughé 

Woodpeckers seen or heard were Northern Flickers and a Yellow-bellied 

Sapsucker. 

In addition to the 

Common Grackles 

and many, many Red-

wings, we heard a 

Brown-headed 

Cowbird.  I donôt 

believe we saw it, but 

Kevan did hear one in 

the same area where I 

saw one a few days 

earlier. 



We heard Red-breasted Nuthatches and 

saw Black-capped Chickadees and Pine 

Siskins, many of which were seen all over 

the area this spring.  We also heard or saw 

American Goldfinches (photo at right), 

Blue Jays, a Raven and a Mourning Dove. 

And finally, a couple of Mallards and five 

Canada Geese were seen. 

Outside of the world of birds, we saw a 

Skunk in the cattails at the end of the 

boardwalk after the first pond and we saw 

about 20 Painted Turtles sunning in their 

usual spot on a log in Arum Pond.   

I think the highlight was seeing an Eastern 

Wood Pewee and it posing for us for a good minute or so.  

After our walk, we met up at Country Style Donuts on Seymour Street for lunch. 

2. American Woodcock Singing-ground Survey:  Gary and Connie Sturge did 

their annual American Woodcock Singing-ground Survey on May 11.  Gary 

reports it was a beautiful night for him and Connie ï hmmm! ï but not for the 

woodcocks (photo below).  Gary reports nine stops with no woodcock responses, 

but on the very last stop, 

the tenth, they heard 

three.  However, they did 

hear two Wilsonôs Snipes, 

a Barred Owl and six 

barking dogs at other 

stops.  All very great, but 

they donôt count as 

woodcocks!!  

 



3. Unusual/Interesting Birds found in Area: Some rare or unusual or interesting 

species found in our area this spring: 

a)  Brantôs Goose:  Found initially by Kaye 

Edmonds on May 5 and subsequently seen by 

many others. (photo at right) 

b)  Ruddy Duck:  Found initially by Dick and 

me, also on May 5, at Verner Lagoon and 

subsequently seen by others. 

c)  Red-headed Duck:  Many seen this spring 

at Callander, Verner and Warren Lagoons.   

d)  Spruce Grouse:  A male seen on May 11 by 

Dick and me in Sundridge on the Summit Trail 

to Louck Lake. 

e)  Trumpeter Swans:  An adult and a juvenile 

seen on May 11 by Dick and me at Callander 

Lagoon and a pair, also an adult and juvenile, 

the same pair perhaps, at Verner Lagooon on May 29 by the Tafel and McKercher 

Birdathon Teams. 

f)  House Wren:  Vic Rizzo reports three nesting pairs at his place.  Lori Anderson 

and I heard one at Vicôs during the Birdathon. 

g)  House Sparrow:  Lori has some at her place and two were seen by the Tafel 

Birdathon Team. 

h)  Upland Sandpiper:  Seen in the field across from Warren Lagoon by Dick and 

me on May 25 and confirmed by eBird after I submitted a less than stellar photo, 

seen below, but you can make out its ñpigeon headò.  They did not do their ñwolf 


