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                               North Bay Christmas Bird Count  

North Bayôs 37
th
 year of participating in the Christmas Bird Count takes place on 

Saturday, December 19, with a pot luck dinner and tabulation of the results to be 

held that evening at the home of Marc Buchanan.  

Last year we counted 2,835 birds, representing 34 species. 

Lori Anderson, Nipissing Naturalist Club and Bird Wing member who one year 

had a White-crowned Sparrow keeping warm on her Christmas lights (above), is 

the compiler and has organized teams in our established seven areas as follows: 

Area 1, Airport and Four-Mile Lake ï with leaders Fred Pinto and Marc Buchanan 

Area 2, Thibeault Terrace and Cedar Heights ï with leaders Lori Anderson, 

compiler, and Ken Gowan, compilerôs assistant 

Area 3, Downtown Core ï with leaders Brent Turcotte and Laura Chowns    
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Area 4, West Ferris and Pinewood Park ï with leaders Grant and Shirley 

McKercher 

Area 5, Callander, Corbeil and East Ferris ï with leaders Gary and Connie Sturge  

Area 6, Trout Lake south and Centennial Crescent ï with leaders Dick Tafel and 

Renee Levesque 

Area 7, Trout Lake north, Hwy.63 and Feronia ï with leaders Craig and Elaine 

Hurst 

If there are any volunteers who wish to take part as field or feeder watch 

participants, please let Lori know as soon as possible by emailing her at 

lori.anderson58@hotmail.com.  We have some large areas to cover by car and by 

trail, and, therefore, some areas could benefit from having two separate groups.  

Feeder watchers are always welcome, but they must register their intent with Lori 

as soon as possible and they must live within a 24-km or 15-mile radius of North 

Bay.  

It would appear West Nipissing and Mattawa are not holding a Christmas Bird 

Count this year.  Perhaps this is something that needs to be looked into for next 

year so that the District of Nipissing is better represented. 

 

                              Burkôs Falls Christmas Bird Count  

For the 39
th
 year, Burkôs Falls will also be participating in the Christmas Bird 

Count, with Martin Parker as compiler.  Its count will be held on Wednesday, 

December 16. 

If you wish to participate, and there is always room for volunteers, please let 

Martin know as soon as possible by emailing him at mparker19@cogeco.ca.  

 

                                  The Count of North Bay, 2014 

It is always interesting to compare what is seen this year compared with last year.  

So in Loriôs words (below) are the results of last yearôs Christmas Bird Count. 
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The 36th North Bay Christmas Bird Count (CBC) was completed on December 14, 

2014, by 18 Field Watchers and 10 Feeder Watchers.  The weather was mild.  

Field Watchers enjoyed surveying on foot and with open car windows.  Feeder 

Watchers commented that there were fewer than normal birds feeding.  

Nevertheless, the total species (34) and total birds counted (2835) were healthy 

averages for the effort put forth.  No records were broken, but two highs were 

matched: Bald Eagle (6) and Song Sparrow (2).  

Notable species which do not always make the count, but were observed this year 

include: Common Goldeneye (2), Common Loon (2), Rough-Legged Hawk (3), 

Herring Gull (5), Gray Jay (2), Brown Creeper (1), Snowy Owl (1), Bohemian 

Waxwing, seen below (82), Song Sparrow (2), White-Throated Sparrow (5), 

Northern Cardinal (2), Common Grackle (6), Pine Grosbeak (16), and Hoary 

Redpoll (1). 

 

Observed during count week, but not on the count day, were Canada Goose, 

American Robin and American Tree Sparrow.  



Higher than usual count was obtained for 

Mallard (578), Bald Eagle (6), Pileated 

Woodpecker, seen at right (15), and 

Common Redpoll (436). 

Lower than expected counts were tallied for 

Downy Woodpecker (9), Northern Shrike 

(0), Dark-Eyed Junco (0), and American 

Goldfinch (10). 

Recovered from a low count in 2013 were 

Hairy Woodpecker (32), American Crow 

(52), Black-Capped Chickadee (579), Red- 

Breasted Nuthatch (18), White-Breasted 

Nuthatch (26), and Evening Grosbeak (53). 

Counts of the day were tallied at the home of 

the North Bay CBC coordinator, Dick Tafel, 

where great food and tales of the day's 

adventures were shared.  

Dickôs and Renee Levesqueôs team shared a photo of a White-Crested Polish 

Chicken observed foraging in a driveway of a home on Trout Lake, hoping this 

unusual find on the shores of Trout Lake would result in a new species for the 

CBC, if not for all of Nipissing.  

However, the finest story was that provided by team leaders, Craig and Elaine 

Hurst, who had been called to a residence the day before the CBC to assist with a 

Common Loon in distress (seen below).   
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The loon, for reasons unknown, had become grounded in a snow-covered yard, far 

from water, just about all of which was frozen.  The Hursts and their friends were 

able to relocate the loon, which was apparently uninjured, to some remaining open 

water in Trout Lake at the inlet of Lee's Creek.  Craig and Elaine observed the 

Common Loon fishing in this same open water for the tally on CBC day!  Surely it 

was the same rescued Common Loon now doing well.  One couldnôt ask for a 

more heart-warming story for the Christmas Bird Count than this.   

                                              

                                      Birds Seen in November 

As Dick reported in his November Bird Bash report, only 54 species were 

identified during our Bash despite the pleasant weather.  This marked an all-time 

low.  Last year, 76 species were identified despite the cold weather.  Dick 

postulated that our mild fall may have had something to do with it, the weather so 

mild that the birds just kept on flying through on their journey south.  

 

Ducks seen earlier in the month included the Long-tailed Duck seen by Dick, 

Renee Levesque and Brent Turcotte in Lake Nipissing; hundreds of Bufflehead 

seen by many in Callander and Warren Lagoons; a late Redhead Duck seen in 

Callander Lagoon; American Wigeon and a large raft of Greater Scaup seen at 

Lavigne; Northern Shoveleres seen at Warren lagoon; Lesser Scaup also seen at 

Lavigne, as well as in all the lagoons and recently by Gary Sturge in South River; 



Common Goldeneye and Common Mergansers in Lake Nipissing; and Hooded 

Mergansers in the pond at Laurier Woods.  (Since the writing of this report, on 

November 26 Angela Martin saw a large raft of about 200 Common Mergansers at 

her place in West Nipissing.) 

November highlights included the Northern Cardinal seen by Brent and Laura 

Chowns at their feeder and by Luanne Chowns at hers.  Gary had seven House 

Sparrows at his place.  They were feeding with the American Goldfinch.  The 

Northern Shrike was seen earlier than usual by Dick and Ken Gowing.   

Scoters finally made an appearance and with a scope, good views were offered of 

the Black, the White-winged and the Surf Scoters in Lake Nipissing.  A Common 

Loon was seen in Trout Lake by Dick, Lori and Ken, and earlier in the month 

Great Blue Herons were still being seen.  

The Snow Geese first seen on October 30 in Lake Nipissing off Marleau Road in 

Sturgeon Falls continued to be present in early November.  Canada Geese 

abounded earlier in the month and some are still around. 

Gary saw a Northern Goshawk on Stillaway Line, thus stealing Dickôs thunder 

who, as the last one of the group to report his findings, was waiting with great 

anticipation to report that after two years he finally saw one!  Dick saw a juvenile 

on Maple Hill Road, not far from Stillaway.  Gary also reported seeing a Red-
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tailed Hawk near his place in Powassan and others have seen one on Hwy. 17 

West.  A Rough-legged Hawk was seen by Fred Pinto near the airport and Lori and 

Ken saw one during the Bird Bash near Warren.  More should be coming, so keep 

a look-out for them.  Bald Eagles were seen by many. 

Ruffed Grouse seem to be in abundance this fall, although Jim Haskin was the only 

one to see a Spruce Grouse (photo below) at his place near the airport. 

 

Woodpeckers seen were the Hairy, Downy and Pileated.  The mythical Stillaway 

Line Black-backed has not yet been seen, not even by Gary! 

Many Robins were seen in the early November, but lately only a scattered few here 

and there.  Renee and Kaye Edmonds recently had very light coloured ones in their 

yards and one of Reneeôs was leucistic, with a partial white head. 


