BIRD WING OUTING
June 23, 2015

The first Bird Wing outing of the summer began on a cleamild evening at Powassan Lagoon
Thesunwaslow in the skyandcast a beautiful light on the verdant fields and grass surrounding
the lagoon.In the lagoon cellsye had good viewsf a Spotted Sandpiper and a

Killdeer, aswell as fiveWood Ducksa Mallard familyor two, and a couple ofanada

Geese Three types of swallows were catching insects over the lagdaeg, Barn and Bank
(seen below) Jumpingfrom post to posin a field by the upper lagoons was an Eastern
Kingbird. Also seen were Savannah and Song Sparrows aneviRgedBlackbirds.

We then headed off to meet up with Gary
Sturge who ledis on a driving bird tour of
Hwy. 534, Alsace Road, and Hemlock
Road.

We saw two Eastern Bluebirds, the male
and female, in a tree at the appropriately
namedBluebird Farm, just uprém Gary's §
on Hwy.534. We saw mor@arn and Tree |[#8
Swallows, as well aa Merlin, Mourning
Doves, a Song Sparrow, a Purple Finch, 3
American Goldfinch, a couple of America
Robins and a couple of Rednged
Blackbirds.

On Alsace Road, we heard, but did see,
the Eastern Woo®ewee. We dso heard a
couple of Ovenbirds, a Yellowellied
Sapsucker, a Veery, a Common Yellow
throat and a Blackthroated Blue Warbler
(seen at right) Fred Pinto is particularly



adept at hearing and identifying bird son@sck Tafel's directional hearingay have been off
somewhatbecausédne would havdnadus hear the EasteWood-Pewee on thetherside of the
road! However, tcér&inly a possibility there was another Eastern \Meedee.
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On the way to Hemlock Roadie

saw an Eastern Meadowlark near
MunroPark and on Hemlock Road

we stopped to listen to a Pine Warbler
and a Blackburnian Warbléseen at
left), after Gary rescued a painted
turtle from the middle of the road.

After refusing to take us to Stillaway
Line, perhaps because he does not
want us to see the Bladlacked
Woodpecker he alwaysees

there Gary then left usWe

madeour ownway to River Road in
Chisholm Township with one
purpose in mind to hear or see Le
Conte's Sparrow and the Yellow
Rail. If, in addition, we saw or heard
the Sedge Wrens, well, that would be
a bonus

On the wayto River Roagdwe saw
more Mourning Doves and a couple
of Cedar Waxwinggsee below) By
the time we got to River Road, it was

chilly and the mosquitoes were @urid biting. None of us wasressed for the chjlbutDick,
who sported shorts, watefinitely dressed for the mosquitdes

But despite these hardshipge were rewarded with
hearing d_e Conte's, perhaps two of them.
Unfortunately, we didn't see tinlike in July 2013when
the Bird Wing group om similarouting got aorief

glimpse of one, but not enough of a glimpse for Kaye }

Edmonds or Renee Levesque to get a gooiire of itat
thattme Le Cont eds i s,orangefaced |

sparrow fomd in wet grasslands and grassy meadows [

According toThe Breeding Bird Atlgs Le Cont
been seen in five places within our Nipissing birding
area and has been seen by Frezhrthe West Arm of
Lake Nipissing.

We did not get to hear or see the lgel Rail, a bird




heardin our birding are@nly oncein the pasin the same arday Laura Chowns, Brent

Turcotte, Fred and Diglandsubsequently by others once word got deted and Renee did hear
what possiblysounded like a Yellow Rail, but the call was not repedtethgour halfhour stay

on River Road, so we could not be sufée Yellow Rail is also a smabecretive bird and,
thereforeinfrequently seen. It is éhsecond smallest rail in North America and breeds in sedge
marshes.(The smallest is the Black Railo bigger than a sparrow. lg&sgest North American
population is found in Florida and California.)

This was Marg 8rst visit to River Road, so d&ast she got to hethreelusiveLe Conte'songi
not a pretty song, but a hissing grasshogigerbuzz. An evening to remember, Mary!

The Sedge Wren was not seen or heard during the outing, but the next evening, Renee returned
to the scene and wasldjhted to get great views of three Sedge Wrens, one posing long enough
on a branch of a bush beside the
road for apicture or two(seen at
right). She did not hear or see Lg
Conte's, but once again heard th;
strange tapping sound she and
Fred heard thaight before.
Again, it did not repeat, so
perhaps othergho find
themselves on River Road might
want to see what they might find.

Breeding Bird Survey. Kevan
Cowcill and Paul Smylie headed
out at the crack of dawn on June
20 to conducthe annual Breeding
Bird Survey along their route
Trout Pond Road, through East
Ferris Townshipto
Callander.The Breeding

Bird survey, initiated in 1966, is
designed "to collect lorterm . ‘ !
data on population states and trends of breedimg'bir North America.In Canada, the survey
is conductedunder satisfactory weather conditiohsfween May 28 and July Tt begins half
an hour before sunrise, with threenute stog every 0.8 km. or everyalf-mile. There are 50
stops in all and e stop is tdbe made in exactly the same location from year to yeaery

bird one observer hears or seéthin 400 metresat each stopis counted.Birds seen between
stops or before or after the three minutes are not counted, but can beBextade the birds
cannot be coaxealy recordings opishingsor by any other means, it is very important the
observeknow the songs anchlls ofall species expected to be found in the area surveykd
observer must also be able to visually identifygpecies.



Paul and Kevan heard or saw approximately 57 spe&iesie of these includeCooper's

Hawk; Black-billed Cuckoo; Alder Flycatcher; BldeeadedVireo (see belowandWarbling
Vireo; Cliff Swallow; Winter Wren;Hermit and Wood ThrusheBrown Thraher;Black-
throated Blue and Green Warblers; Mourning WarlBéxckburnian Warbler; Northern Parula;
Rosebreasted Grosbeak; Indigo Bunting; Bobolink; Eastern MeadovdackHouse

Sparrow. For a complete list, contact Paul or Kevan.

The Blackbilled Cuckoo was
alsoheard by Dick on Trout
Pond Roagseen by Renee on [ &
Cooks Mill Roadoff the north  §
highway, and seen by Kaye on
Algonquin Road in Chisholm
Township(sea at righ).

American WoodcockSinging
Ground Survey. The
American Woodcock Singing
Ground Survey is conducted
each year between April 20 an|
May 20. Itis a U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service program,
delivered in Ontario by Bird
Studies Canada, Environment
Canada, and the Ontario
Ministry of Natural Resources. |
Theformat of this surveys
very similar to the Nocturnal
Owl Survey.

On May 17, Gary and Connie Sturdjel their survey along Hwy34. Depending on the cloud
cover, the survey is to start either 15 om@Rutes after the official sunset becatise
woodcocksneed some darknes$o begin their mating call and aerial dan¢éere are 10



stations, 600 metres apart, along the rodteeach station, each Woodcock heard oveva
minute interval is notedTo get to the next station requires great mobility because you have to
jump in your car and get to the next station, 6@aresaway, in the space of a minute, plus or
minus. All 10 stations must be completed within 38 minut€ary and Connie beat the 38
minutes by miraculously complatg the 10 stations in 31 minutés
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For the first eight stations, Gary and Conméard not geentbut then at the ninth and tenth
stations, things looked up and they heard tpemnts Gary reports it was a noigutingi too
many other birds singing, lots of peepers, several ca’sT®nand someone using a
chainsaw.(A chainsaw athat time of the night and in the dark??)

Again, if you are interested in conducting this survey next year, please contact Kathy Jones,
OntarioVolunteer Coordinator, Bird Studies Canada. Her email addse
voluntee@birdscanada.org, and her telephone numb&i8i88-448-2473, ex. 124.

The Marsh Monitoring Program: Further to May's newsletter, Craig and Elaine Hurst

continue withtheir marsh monitoringt two locations within Laurier Woodgd hey hae

completed their twoequiredmarsh bird surveys and two of the threquiredamphibian

surveys Craig reports the Virginia Rail responded to their calls from the new boardwalk and he
and Elaine thought they heard a Least Bitternwarenot 100% cesdin. They also noted

Canada Goose familp Arum Pond(see next page)



With respect to amphibians, Craig reports a normal occurrence of early frogs, Spring Peepers and
Grey Tree Frogs. Craig hopes to see a greater variety of frogson hisané®a f i nal vi s

Other Birds Seen During June Many otherbirdsthan those listed under the above topics
wereseen during the month of JunBick noted many of them and their spotteris JuneBird
Bash report.

Someinteresting sightingaot already noted abowe during the Bird Bash

Vesper Sparrow seen south of Rutherglen

NorthernWaterthrushseen on Oak Ridge Road off Hwy 11 Nof$kee photo abovg)
Rusty Blackbirds seen on Cooks Mill Road

Common Nighthawk- seen at Circléake Park

American Bittern- near Lavignein Magnetewanandon Widdifield Station Roag
Green Heron Renee had onecentlyby her yardsitting in a bare tree

Red tailed Hawk

Spruce Grouseseen on the Merrick Quarry Road off the North Highway



