Bird Wing Meeting
January 24, 2017

By Renee Levesqgugird Wing Scribgphotos as indicatednder each photo
hummingbird photos courtesy of Grant McKercher

The first meeting ofhe New Year was held in the auditorium of the North Bay Public Library
and no matter that it is the start of a New Year and no matter what other delights a Bird Wing
meeting might bring, we always start with namesir name, first and last unlike Chdrgtonly
first-name star the Chaseems t&now, and the nansef two birds seen.
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Birds Seen in January We are not seeing many finches this winter with the exception of the
American Goldfinch(above) vihich manyare seeing in large flockDick Tafel recently had at
least 120 at his feeder€onsider itth s  yfiadh of the winter Just &ew Common Redpolls
and Pine Siskinare being spotted here and there

Dick alsosaw about 30 Whitevinged Crossbills @ar Verner, a nice and unexpected surprise.
Although Algonquin Park had many Whitgnged Crossbills, they have been scarce in our area.



Pine Grosbeaks have bed
sporadically spottedut

in very small numbers.
Gary Sturgesawa couple
on Maple Hill Road and
Ken Gowing at his place
in Chisholm Township.
But although Pine
Grosbeaks are few and fa
between, Evening
Grosbeaks are being see
by many, especially by
Lori Anderson at her
feederan Chisholm
Township. On one
occasion only, Lori had a
leucistic female Evening Photo by Lori Andersc
Grosbeakright) at her

feeder Shealso swbanded Evening Grosbeaks at her plaogreon thatlaterin this report
under the headingvening Grosbeaks

Connie Sturge saabout 40 Snow Buntings in the Powassan area and Lori gets them daily at her
place. She was seeing about 200 daily rec¢ntlythe numbemwasdown to about 401 saw

about 50 to 60 in West Nipissiagong Hwy 64, and about 30 aferner Lagoon wherkalso

sawthree Lapland Longspurgith the Snow BuntingsNot often one gets to bird at Verner

Lagoon in the winterbut during the mild January spell that lasted about two weeks, grass and
mud were showing on the roadway to the lagoon and the Snow Buiatdg_apland Longspurs
could be seen foraging in these arelass a very different look the lagoon has in the winter,
especially orafoggy daywhenl was there.

| The Verner Ceopwas also active

| during January Chris Sukha saw 10
Horned Larks ther@eft) and later Dick
and Isaw twothere,pecking away on
top of a dirty truck Chris, Dick and |
also saw House Sparrows while birding
at the Ceop.

Lori hashad a Northern Goshawk in
her area all winter and saw one trying
to catch a pigeon near her place. And
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Gary has had a Cooperds Hawk at his feeder an
of his ProjecFeederWatch days. He alsoasmanyBald Eadesi 11 during Januaryo
Bashi around his place in Powassan and at the Powassan and Corbeil landfilAsgeta

Martin reports many are to be seen at the Noelville landfill site and no doubt there are many at
North Bayos. | & Balal Baglejustego tovany df thesd landfilt sites to see one

and usually more than one.

Many have seen the handsome Bohemian Waxwimglsw), fwearing their bere
smoking Gauloied a s | a i leautWilly deserihed stse birdson Ontbirds, and some
may evenbe getting quite tipsy gaing on berries and crab apples
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Ken has had 10 Mourning Doves at his feederthatkareoften11 at afeeder or sitting in a

treeon a propertyon CentenniaCrescent. Everyone is see@Black-capped Chickadegs

including Jan Phiilps who also believes she had 4 or 5 American Tree Sparrows foraging on the
ground at her placel. noticed oreBirdthatsome have been seen in West Ferris and there is also
one to beseenin the CentenniaCrescenandMacPherson Drivarea. However,it seems not as
many are being seen as some other winters.

Irene Kasclsawa number of American Crows in town a@drtis Irish sawCommon Ravens,
numerous along Hwys 17 and 11.

Downy, Hairy and Pileated Woodpeckers have been seen, as have Brown Creepers, Gray Jays
and Northern Shrikes. During the Bird Bash, three Gray Jays were seen at the end of Larocque
Road and Northern Shrikes seem to be in greater numbers than usual this winter.



Rob Rodger reported
many Mallardon his
property on Oakwood,
and a driveby the water
treatment plant on
Memorial Drive will
yield hundreds of
Mallards and a few
American Black Ducks
(right). Common
Goldeneye are being
seen on the Ottawa
River in Mattawa and at
theAmable du Fond.
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Uncommon Winter Birds. A few birdswe d o n 6 t seerhere imtad winigravemade
appearances

Mary Young in Corbeil has had a Redllied Woodpeckefbelow)coming to her feedsill
winter. Last winter it was Laura and Gary
Chowns who had the Rdzkllied coming

to their feedes.

A Redwinged Blackbirdvasseen in

December by Steve Pitt on his Talon Lake
property. Steveob-s | ast
wing was on Christmas Day.

Two birders have aontinuingCommon
Gracklecoming to their feeders. Therez
Violette in Sturgeon Falls has her Pepi and
the Doug Pattersons in Mattawan
Township have their Gracula. When an
unusual bird mads a daily appearance and
is the only one of its species, then there is
a natural tendency twant toname the

bird. T h e r Repi Which has been
coming toher feeder since the fatid not
initially seem to be able to flput now

flies very short distancealthoughit
continues mostly to hopTherez reports
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one wing seems lower than the otheks én aside andogaking of grackles, in the ndmmeeding
season, the Common Grackle flies with its tail tightly closétereas, durinthe breeding
season, it flies with its tail fanngd.

Therez also has a continuifggmaleNorthern Cardinal coming to her feeder and Kaye Edmonds
has hadh male although Kaye has not seémecently. There was one in Pinewoodumpil

early Deember but| 6 mat sure if it is still around. Anddawmentionon eBirdof a paitr a

male and femalesoming to a feeder iWwest Ferris.

And then there is a
Brown-headed Cowbird
seen by Brent and Laurd
Turcotte during the
JanuaryBird Bash on a
property near Powassan
(right). To keep warm

it has developed a 4
relationship with a horse :
on the property, ;
snuggling down in the
horsebds bl
horse is outside. You
can read more about thig
heartandbird-warming
story in Ma
The Woodland Observer

Photo by Gary Chowi

Christmas Bird Count: LoriAndersongave a report on t hheannuabsul t s
Christmas Bird Count held on December 17. In short, the 11 feeder watchers and the 17 field
obsenrers saw 31 species in total. iFhumber isslightly lower than usudlecause of the very

cold weather that preceded the coumit the number of birds counteétj930,was higker than

many counts despite the lower number of species.sé@éis wadecaus®f the high number of

American Goldfinch, Evening Grosbeaks and European Starlifigs number of Bald Eagles

seen16, broke the previous record 0. Feeder watchers came through with a Northern
Cardinal,aRetb el | i ed WoodpeckerSaeadLar iCoo penrihesc IHa wikn
Woodland Observdrttps://www.nipnats.com/newslettefef greder detail, along with Martin
Parkerds articlceumtn arhee Btuekhd sRdqmdrdisukds artic
count

As we have done every year for the last three years, Dick amgjldhcouple of ornaments on a
pine tree on private propertxsedby a group of Sisterduringthe summeandonto which we
trespasgvery yeato get a better look at Trout Lakélanging these ornamenssour way of


https://www.nipnats.com/newsletters/

sayingthankyofi or i al
us to trespassThe three
cardinals we clipped onto the
pinetreel ast year

on the tree, but one of the
ornaments from the year before
was. This yeawe hungtwo
vintage dove ornamen(gght).

Special mention should go to
Gary and Connie Sturge and
their daughter, Rachel, aher
friend, Nanda,for taking part in
two Christmas Bird Counts
backto-back. On December 16,
they took part
count and on the 1 in ours.
Bel ow i acowwfhig 0
backto-back count days:
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The 1Th was a stupendous dayFirst |
thought do we reallywant to go out in this
weather? Nothings going to move aff it
does, only to deeper coveWRONG Ractel
and Nanda got thBrown Creepers, the
Evening Grosbeaks and the Bohemian
Waxwingsgn Callander Comieand | gotthe
Bald Eagleqleft), 16 of them!

And this followed day after aviciously cold
affair down in Sundridge, a day that started
outat minus28 and warmed up only to minus
13. Connie and | turned onto Hwy 124 at
8:15 a.m. and the only thing moving was a
Barred Owl which flew across the highway in
front of our vehicle. We knew then this was
going it be IT! And we were RIGHT! ®&/got

a Roughlegged Hawk, a Northern Shrike and
a Northern Goshawk and we
anywhere near Stillaway LinglA Bird Wing
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ongoing joke perpetuated by the Bird Wing Scribe!)

Rachel and Nanda did well aftersbow starti had warned them of the slow play raleutgot a
Golderrcrowned Kinglet, the only one seen on both counts.

These backo-backerswere memorable and it is going to be hard to repedhink we now hold
a record ortwo.

Perhaps Gary and Connie might want to congydarg for three counts at the next Christmas
Bird Count by adding Parry Sound to their repertoire!
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Evening Grosbeaks Last February from the 23rd to thet@5Kevin Hannah, biologist,

Canadian Wildlife Servigavas in North Bay banding and taking feateamplesf winter

finches toassesshese irruptive species whose movements are irregular and not always
predidable Winter finchesmove in flocksto wherever food is available and because our cone
crop is poor this winter, we are not seeing many ComRextpolls and Pine Grosbeaks
However, we are seeing a fair number of Evening Grosl{ehks'e) one of the three birds
Kevin i s assessing. Kevin set up his work st
Youngdés and Er ni e edynwal providedus with hissagsessntent eesultsybutkn
the meantime, he has asked that if anyone sees a Common Redpoll, a Pine Grosbeak or an
Evening Grosbeak with a coloured band to note the colour of the Waede the bird waseen
andto contacthim atkevin.hannah@canada.ca
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