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Renee Levesq!

After our spring and summer hiatus during whiat held monthly outings, we returned on
September 26 to our regular indoor meetings at the North Bay Public Library.

BirdsSeen As uswual, after the treasurerdés report,
discussing birds seen in the last month.

There verea couple or more weeks in September when there was a dearth of birds, warblers
especially. The last wave of warblers were the Palmyatidw-rumped seen by mamnd even
then, there did nappearto be as many as in previous years. Perhaps weadises factor, the
September heat wave in particulahot days that seemed more likaly days, although naur
July days this year!

Earlier in September or in late August, there was eofatilafter a rain storm that produced a bit

of a variety of warldrs, butsince themmainly only Palm and Y ellowumpedin their winter or
nontbreeding plumageDuring that faltout period, Brent Turcotte saw a Canada and a Magnolia
Warbler. Seen belows a Palm Warbler in its nelareeding plumage.
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Lori Anderson had a whole family of beautittdstern Bluebirdhanging around her yard after
not seeing many all summeAnd until they migratedshe alsdnad 24 pairs of Barn Swallows,



althoughshe reportshat number is lower than in previoysars. Eastern Meadowlarksater
migrants were still presenat her farm.

Ken Gowing was still hearing a Gray Catbird at his place, and recently heard both a Barred Owl
and a Great Horned OwHe alsorecentlyheardan American
Woodcockon several occasions

Usually in midAugust evening Gary and Connie Sturge see a
number of Common Nighthawks in their area catchiregnany
dragonflies that hatch around that time. Gary reports lots of
dragonflies this year, but he sawly one or tvaCommon
Nighthawks. hterestingly, Dick Tafel spotte@iCommon
Nighthawkin mid-dayflying over Jocko Point during the Septembg
Bird Bash. g

Perhaps making up for not seeing many Common Nighthawks, G
reports seeing more Ruffed Grouse this year than évead in
Oct o b er oBrdWatshsngthat poptilations of RuffeGrouse &=
appear to be cyclic and tied to the Snowshoe Hare population thig
roughly follows an 8 to 1-year cycle. When hare numbers crash,
their main predators, the Northern Goshawk tredGreat Horned
Owl, look to alternate
prey, the Ruffed
Grouse.

Connie Sturge had a
Ruby-throated
Hummingbird at her [ ‘5 : &
feeder in mid | ' Connie Sturg
September, but also more

than a hummingbirds you will see in the photo

above!

| recently sawthe Rubycrownedand Golden
crowned Kingletsn my yard and we should see
more of them

Sparrows seen includehe Savannah and the

Song the Savannah primarily at the lagoons and at
L o r. il Hiad somamigratingWhite-crowned
Sparrowqleft) in my yard at the time of the
meeting anadnorehaveno doubtbeen seen since
then. Lori also ha House Sparrowat her place
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as dd the Coop feed store in VerneiSong and Whitéhroated Sparrows appear tolbss
numeroughis fall.

Nuthatches seenere the Redbreasted and the Whiteeasted, the latter by Grant Kiercher.
American Goldfinch hdinot been seen around much during the days leading up to the meeting,
butBrent did see some. | had one female in my yacéntly clinging to the ngrfeeder and not
looking too well.

No one reported American Robins, but they can still be seen, altipevgapsiot in great
numbers. The Rodareasted Grosbeaks made a bit of an appearance before migrating south.
Brent and | both sawndmmature Rosdreasted(seerbelow)
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I n the world of rapt or sawaboudthTerkey Yutiuzes sitigin 6 s o wil
trees near the Powassan landfill siken saw a Bald Eagle fly over his plaseme haveeen

the American KestrelandGrantsaw an Osprey as late as September 24, probably the last

Osprey in this area until spring.

| saw about 40 American Pipifselow)in the South River area just prior to the meeting and
have seen many sincéori reports up td.00 in the fields at her plac&he also sawhe Rusty
Blackbirdatthe time of the meeting, but
morehave come through our area since.

Curtis Irish ha noticed large flocks of

Canada Geese and, speaking of geese, | saw
a single Snow Goose in early Sepbamnin

the field opposite Warren Lagoon,
outstanding among the hundreds of Canada
Geese, and then a week latare at

Powassan Lagoon. Since then, some of us
have seen four Snow Geese on Osprey
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Links, two adults and two juveniles. And Gravelle Roadear MattawaErnie Frayle spotted

with many Canada Geese, three or four Snow Geese, one being the dark morph Snow Goose,
someti mes cal | eskentwallenthé Bhotoelovsra d that was Gehough, in
amongst these geese was also a Gr¥dhate-fronted Goosealthough absent ithis phota

Ernie Frayle

In the world of gulls, Curtis repaatilarge flocks of our most common gull, the Ribijed.

Others hd seen Herring Gulls, the odd Great Blawkcked Gull, and for a short period of time,

a |large flock of Bonapartedés at Sunset Par k.
landfill site should produce more gulls.

Dick saw a Blackbellied Plover and aAmerican Golden Plover on two of the Lake Nipissing
beaches. Both plovevgere
also seen by Grant and by me
and the Blackbellied by Marc
Buchanan.Theseplovers can
be difficult to tell apart, but if
they fly, only the Blackbellied
will have a white ump as you
will see in the photon the
right. Other plovers seen were
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the Killdeer and the Semipalmated.

Another shorebird recently seen was Sanderlingabove) spottedon two of the Lake
Nipissing beaches, and seen by GrBimtk and me angerhaps by otherdt is a veryactive
shorebird, a delight to watch as it runs along the sand.

Other shorebirds seeninclsie he Pect or al , SamdpipestateCallandeand Bai r d ¢
Lagoon; Greater and Lesséellowlegs at most of the area lagopaad Least and Semipalmated
Sandpipes, also at most area lagoons. Callander Lagoon had the most shorEbir@swhile,

it was theonly lagoon witha number of mud flat®r the shorebirdsOn the whole, th&agoons

were not goodor our shorebirds this season.

The most common duck of the
season, outside the Mallard,
was the Wood Duck, many
seen at all lagoonsspecially
Callander Lagoon. Other ducks
seen included both teals, the
Blue-winged and the Green

Donna McQuay



