BIRD WING FIELD OUTING

May 27, 2014

Field Outing

The first field outingof the spring/summer incorporated two venues, a walk throdggautiful Laurier
Woods to find springvood warblers and other spring speciemnd a gathering on Main Street West to
view the Chimney Swifts dive gracefuiiyo the chimneythey return to year after year.

It was windy during the walk through Laurier Wopalsd although that kept the mosquitoes more or
less at bay, it also keptany birds at bay. Still, good views of the American Redstart, the \thery,
Swamp Sparrow and eight or nine Cowbirds sitting together in a tree by the parking lot. Alseesee
the Chestnutsided Warble(above) the Yellow Warbler, the Pileated Woaslker, a lone male
American Goldfinch, and Tree Swallows. Heard were the Hermit Thrush and thethvbat=d
Sparrow.

And, of course, heard and seen were the many Grackles an
Redwinged Blackbirds. We can get so excited when the firs
Redwinged Backbirds arrive in the spring, but we quickly
become blasé about them when we see them by the dozens
cattails everywhere. Still, some were well worth paying
attention to as they sat atop the cattails in tiggow of the

setting sunthe bright red of heir wings contrashgagainst |
the warm wheaten colour of the cattails.

-



Causing everyone to ooh and ahh were the two Canada Geese and their four goslings atitoiboa
the trails justas we were. Nothing like goslings to get one interested iruthiquitous Canada @se

When there are not mangpeciedo be found, the focus is othose speciesnost of us see many times
That is not such a bad thingecause we are liable to dismiss the common bird in favour of the newest
migrant or the speciewe have not yet added to our list. Interesting for those of us @wba lot of
birdingwere the reactions of three newcomers. It reminds us to remember how it was when we first
discovered a Veery or a Swamp Sparrow.

But the greatest excitement wasserved

for newcomers and members alike when w
watched the Chimney Swiffly near the

Main Westchimney, then away from the ‘\
chimney, then back agaiback and forth

from 8:50 pm onwardsgathering in ‘
numbers more and more unit about 9:12
pm, the first 150 descended quickly one by
one down the chimneyA few minutes later
about another 100 or so arrived and
descended. Coul dn”
North Bay that night!




Baillie Birdathon

Only two teams entered the Baillie Birdathon this ye8u what teams they were, tirelessly searching
for species from dawn to dusk and yet having enough energy at the end of the day to close down a
donut shop, the way some close down the b&n one team were Dick Tafel, Lori Anderson and Renee
Levesque. Orhe other team Fred Pinto and Marc Buchanan.

Both teams were highly competitivene getting up to more dirty tricks
than the other to throw their competitors off.

For example, athe Warren Lagoon to which Fred and Marc arrived
first, Marc was about teall the other team over to see a Sqphoto

at left by Fred Pinto)ut Fred put a stop to thaand although Marc
gloated afterwardghat they saw a Sora and it was right there in plain
view, Dick and Lori arfdenee must have growweary for they did ot

a Sorasee,much to their later chagrin

After eatingtheir takeouts u pper f r o min Maged éailehiledriviag and constantly
scanningD i ¢ k ' gotbacktlemincredible energy and off thedroveto aMcintyre Street residence.
They needed a House Wren and a Hummingbird and whatdsethey could get that was not on their
list. But sprits started lagging again when they were admoegby the owner of theproperty that

they should have come earlier in tidayas Fred and Marc did, not when the birdere ready for their
ni g ht ' Bhis admensipnenbn top of not seeing any birds at his plasas enough to deflate
anyone, but when they were told that Fred and Marc saw a Geldeged Warbler, they féthey had
no chance of winning, that the game was over for théfhen what to their wandering eyes should
appear, but a Hous@/ren and a Hummingbird and two Chimney Swifts



The sighting of the Chimney Swiglgminated the need tostop at the building o Main Street West and

gave them time to get to Dreany Lake to hopefully hear the Wfiopr-wills. Still, a Goldewinged

Warble! And then to have the owner of the propertgll themthat there were many around his place

that day. Many Golda-winged Wablers when even to see one in this aresof some not® Pretty
suspicious.Could Fred or Marc have told the owner of the property to say they saw a Golidered

Warbler in hopes of having the other teapend way too much time looking fora birdthvea s n’ t r eal |
there?

Intheir despair that Fred and Marc were winning,

Di ck’ s f emal bembaeed the facthahb e r s
they did not even find a Great Blideron. So, on

their way to Hwy 17 to look for the American
Woodcock and the Whipoor-will, Dickgave it one

last chance and drov@ongMemorial Drive just in
case He saido look in the sky because theerons
would be flying to their roosting spot for the eviag.
Maybe Dick looked skyward, but Lori and Renee
stared with mournful hope through the passenger
windows and behold, another miraclea Great Blue
Heron just sitting there on a Lake Nipissing rock near
Amelia Park, as if waiting for them

Then withsome hope in their hearts, it was off to

Mirimichi Road to listen forrasAmerican Woodcock

that Dick said hdad heard a few times on his way

home. But no Wbodcockwas heardand so with time
running out,off they raced to Dreany Lake

hopefully hear théaVhip-poor-wills. After driving

round the trailer park twice, theownexr r i ved at t hrehergofcanvtefind ositwhat n d o w

was goingonHowever, when she saw Dick, her face |lit wup
d o f o r AftgrDick@harminglyexplainedthe owner tookthem tothe best spot to hear the Whip

poorwills. They got out of the car and al most i mmedi at el
heard them, but not Lori or Renee. Dick was fabbergastal that he yelled at Lori anee n e e “You

mean you c ag@dmeonhyewamust hehrahtt thieydt i d perhapshecause Dick, no

longer as charming as he was with thener, wasyelling atthemin utter shock Howevert o Di c k' s
relief, they both eventually heard(Two of the competitors have to see or hear the bird for it to count

as a sighting, helnce Dick’s consternation.

Then, with 4 minutes left, it was back to Miachi to see ithey could hear theAmericanwoodcock.

As soon athey stepped out of the car, Lori and Renee amazihglgrd not only the American

Woodcock, butlsoWhip-poor-wills. It took Dick a little bit longetio hear them perhaps because this

ti me Lori and Renee wer e wt2’lThey oulg hasetsavadithemselVe€aa n y o u



trip to Dreany Lake had they only been a bit more patient and stayed anhdini in the first place But
hindsight is always 20/20.

Dick’”s team got t o t h,¢heabropetiidn ersl tinte gndhe tirredheysverétp at 9 :
be there to meet up with Fred and Marc who, by the wagre 10 minutes late They arrivedjloating

at having seen Bladbellied Plovers and Ruddy Turnstones and other iixdsc k ' Bad moesaem. It

seemed obvious Fred and Marc were gdimgvin, what with the Golderwinged Warbler they

supposedly sawBUT5 A 01 Qa GSIY OKLF f 1SR dzLIorqatotaldfld®P@ddFRd 8 SSy |
and Marc, 94 species in totaleen and heardproving among other things that three pairs of eyes are

better than two, although they did have the help of Chris Sukhlacate the Blacloellied Plovers and

Ruddy Turnstonewhich was probably breakirarule; that getting many of the common and obvious

species is better than a few rarities; and that two wonagr one man are more effective than two

men. (For the recordFred and Mardlid not see the Goldewinged Warble¥)

There is supposed to be a cuckoo cldbkt the winning teamis awarded but no one knows where it
got to. Something has to be donabout that! If anyone knows where it might be, please contact
Dick

The Birdathon is a fun event and those who participate do not need to search all day. Maybe next year

we shouldconsiderhaving teams withtake part all day and teams ditake partonly half a daywith

each having a winner. But more importantly, it isdavorthy cause, to raise awareness and furfiois

Bird Studies Canada for bird research and conservatlo® | y& 2y S Kl ay Qi R2yFGSR Y
not too late. You can doate online by Googlingc NER t Ay (i2Q& t SNA2y It tI3S F2
A third of the money raised goes to Laurier Woods, a loicding hot spot for wood warblers in

particular.

Owl Survey results
Theresults of these lataight owl prowlswill be highlighted in the next Bird Wing Summary.
Whip-poor-Will

Bird Studies Canada is encouraging volunteers to listen for the-gdaipwill in suitable habitatand
report their observatios to eBird CanadaBright moonlit nights between June 5 aritB, leading up to
the next full moon will be best for hearing Whigpoor-wills.

The Ontario Whigpoor-will Project launched in 2010 to investigate where in Ontario Wbgor-wills
still occur, is now complete and results will be used to direct reseatotthe decline of populations in
Ontario.

Bird Bash

May' s Bird Bash results should now be posted on t
his May’s Bird Bash summary, 138 species bavere see
held onJune 2122,



Loggerhead Shrike

—

The Committee on the Status of Endangered Wildlife in Canada (CQ®&%v&Confirmed that the
Prairie subspecies of the Loggerhead Shrilénisatened and its eastern counterpart in Ontario and
Quebec i€rdangered. For those going on the Nipissing Naturalist Club outimgune 140 the Carden
Alvar near Orillia, you may get to see the Loggerhead Shigparently here is a pair nesting in
Cameron Ranch, just north of the cattle pens, and a pair opp@&ditebird Box #10 on Wylie Road.

Bird Wing Outing

The next Bd Wing outing ison Tuesday June24,
Quebec’ s NRBerhaps weawlilhedbtzey .
White-throated Sparrowsinging,Baisse tes culottes,
Frederic, FrederidMeet, as always, at thé&orth Bay
+ A & Ade@trdA 6:30 pm Feeld locationisyet to be
determined, but Dick will inform all well ahead of
time.

Text: Renee Levesque, Bird Wing Scribe or BWS,
although with some dropping of the W in this
summary.

Photos: Renekevesqueexcept S@ by Fred Pinto



