Bird Wing Report
October 24, 2017

By Renee Levesque; photos as indicated

At the last minute when we thought we would have no place toandet daytime outing was in
the works insteadhe Bird Wing grougnded up meeting the Board Room of the North Bay
Public Libraryafter all ltés a |l ong story!

As often happens, especially when we meet in the Board Room, the discussion was passionate.
It was a fun meeting, witiome controverssi the way it is sometimes with birders!

So many birds had been seen during October that I, as Bird Wing Scribe, sort of panicked
thinking how | would ever get this report done with so many species tdlstever, | managed
even if the report isomewhat late

Birds Seen

Brent Turcotte:In early and mieOctober, Brent went walking through the beaver meadow and
wetlands off Sand Dam Roatd saw a Blackacked Woodpecker and a great clear view of the
Winter Wren. This may be one of the fewnies someone has beaten Gary Sturge in being the
first to see the Blackacked! We should consider having Brent take us along this route next fall
for a Bird Wing outing.

Peter Ferris: While hiking in th
La Vase River area, Peter saw |

the Pileated Woodpecker and g¢
some great photos of both. y
Seems there have been a fair
number of Great Blue Herons
around during the month of
October. Brent even saw one
where he works, at Vadu
Village!

Marc BuchananDark-eyed ALy | 3 el s
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October with the White Peter Eerri
breasted Nuthatcand the



Mourning Dove both of which Marc gets in his yaah a regular basid.ike many of us who
have feeders, Marc enjoys watching his backyard bi@ise can learso much about their
behaviar from observing them that closely.

Ken Gowing: Ken alwaysgets some interesting birds around his plagecently,t wasa Red

tailed Hawk(below)anda continuingAmerican Woodcock Seems therbave beemjuite a few

sightings of the Rethiled as it moves soutt or Ken 6 s o bdoewhattharir ds, r ead
Anderson reported.

Renee Levesq!

Lori Anderson:L o r i heard the Great Hor neahsl@dhto at Ken¢
photograph, so let him know if you see one and where. Lori may have been the first to see
American Tree Sparrowhisfall, again at Kends pl ace.

In her own yardvhere she also does some

birding, Lori wasstill gettingmany American

Pipits(left), up to 100! Many others have seen
pipits, although not in Lo
seem to be more numerous this yaadseen in a

variety of places.

Gary Sturge:Near his home in the Powassan
area,Gary saw a late BroadingedHawk. Most
had already migited, but as with any species,
there are a few stragglers and this year maybe
more than most other years because of the
exceptionally warm October weathegbary also
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saw a Sharshinned Hawk and some of us got a good look at one at Sunset Park.

Connie Sturge: Not to be edbne by Gary, Connie saw some Bald Eagles. Notvngual
about that these days, but Connie $aw by her house and omeher very own backyardnot

flying overhead, but actually sitting in her 5% F2e= : e T
yardas you will seén the photo at right F AR 5 B\ ST sy L‘"’
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Conniesaw three Gray Jays on Hummel % an vl s

Line. Brent also saw one during his Sand - =
Dam hike. (The mention of Gray Jays

resulted in a lively discussion about what bi

should be Canadads

government were ever to dde we should

have one!)

Dick Tafel: Dick saw all three scoters at

Sunset Park the Black, the Surf and the

aptly-namedwhite-winged. They are not

easy to identify without a scope and even

with a scope in choppy water, it can still be

difficult. Scoters are dark, stocky, divisga

ducksthat breed in the far northilhe scoters

are usually seen in small numbatsSunset

Park in the fall, although last year Marc saw

maleWhite-winged Scoter in early AugysindDick and | saw a male in the spg two years
agoon Lake Nipissing by Queestreet. Two female Black Scotemsith their light cheeks and
five White-winged Scoters landing on Lake Nipissing at Sunset Park arénsénphotos
below. (Zoom in on the Whitavings to see their white wisg)

GarySturge




Renee Levesquéfter St e p h e n osté&do
on ontbirdshis sightingat Sundridge Lagooof
three Canvasback DucKsyas able to gethereto
see these imperious and elegant ducks before thg
headed southAnd afterKaye Edmonds alerted
birders,| sawa fewLapland Longspurst&unset
Park. (A male in norbreeding colourss seen at
right.)

To read more about the Canvasback Duck and
Lapland Longspur, seehe Woodland Observer

filnteresting fall finds, https://www.nipnats.com/
pages 1417.

Other Birds Seen After we listed our 2 or 3 bird
it was then a fredall of many other birds seen.
Here are some:

Sparrows Duri ng October 6s
the Chipping Sparrow, a fairly late sighting for this Renee Levesq
little sparrow and she saw Whiterownedand

White-throated Sparrowsp to the time of the meeting. Others also saw \Atribevns, but there

did not seem to be asany seen agther years.

Ve

A few saw the Fox Sparrowl believe Brent did on his Sand Dam hike, and | know Kaye
Edmonds did in Laurier Woods.

| saw a late Savannah Sparrow on one of the West
Nipissing Roadsand some of us saw thec8ong
Sparrow.

Warblers Lori was also still seeing the odd Yellew

rumped Warbler up to October,28though many other

war bl ers were seen during Oct
particularly by Gary and ConniePine, Palm and Blaek

throated Green.

- Blackbirds:In early October, at least a hundiRdsty
Blackbirds(left) were seen by some of us in Laurier
Woods. Quite a sight!

Geese:STOP the PRESSES!!! Through Mike Burrell,
it has come to our attention that the four white geese
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https://www.nipnats.com/

Grant McKercher, Dick and I,
ard perhaps others, saw on
Osprey Links during the first
week or so of Octobevere not
SnowGeese but Ras
They look like Snow Geese,
but, in fact, they are even rarer
inourareaThe RoOss®
also an Arctic goose, has a
shorter neck and a rounder hez
than the Snow Goose. It also
has a stubbier bill with a blue
gray or purpleblue base, with

warts at the bill base, although Grant McKerche
these can be difficult to see.

(See Gr aabdvé)Andghheo tiommat ure Rossds Goose is whit
Goose.

CanadaGeese were seen everywhesgth the odd Cackling Goose, a goose that looks like a
Canada Goose but with a smaller head and a stubbie(Yads, Marc, geese with stubbier bills
can be discernét

Shorebirds: Black-bellied Plovers were seen along the various Lake Bifgdeaches; two
Dunlins were seen at Jocko Point dGQreaterng Oct ob
Yellowlegs(photo below)vere seen at Sunset Park by some; and14 Pectoral Sandpipers were

seen in flight at Verner Lagoon by mé&iven the few shorebirds seen to date, it is felt molle

be seen in November.
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Ducks: The most numerous duck this moiithnd it will be numerous into November tbavas

the Bufflehead Other ducks seen: Lesser and Greater Scaup, the latter mostly at Cache Bay in
large rafts; Common Goldeneye; Wood Ducks; American Wigeon; the occaRiediatad

Duck; and Common and Hooded Mergansers. We should continue to see some of these ducks
up until about mieDecember and it is hoped some stay around for the Christmas Bird Count.

Coot American Coots were seen at Cache Bay and at Callander anehWagoons, although
not in the numbers of other years.

Grebes Grebes sen were the Horned Grebe at Sunset Park; thenBaded at Jocko Point and
Cache Bayandthe Piedbilled at Cache Bay where they breed. Some of us saw up to 20 or
more Pieebills.

Loons Althoughmanyof us saw Common lans, no one sawarticularlylarge raft of them
other than the 50 seen by Dick and Grant McKercher in September. The adults have now more
or less transitioned to their ndmeeding plumage

Sandhill Cranes Seen by many in the fields of West Nipissing and the Powassan area.

Gulls: Some of us saw the
handsomendlarge Great
Black-backedGull at
SunseParkand other
points along the Lake
Nipissing shore, and some
of us sawthe small
Bonaparte Gullalsoat
SunsefPark Atrightis a
photo showing thadulton
the leftin nonbreeding
plumageanda first winter
(juvenile)on the right

The Bonaparte is a two
year gul] meaning by next
year it will be an adult. All
gulls go througta
sequence of plumage.
Most smallerulls transition to adults in their second year; medaired gullsjike the Ring
billed, in three years; and large gulls, like the Herring and Great Blacked, in four years.

{GSLKSY

Other Raptors In late October, Dickaw a Northern Harrier at Cache Bay and Lori saw one at
her place. Lori also saw an American Kestrel two days prior to our meeting, again at her place.



Turkey Vultures were still being seen by Ken and Lori and Gary and Connie the day of the
meeting. Méeins were also seen by Ken and Lori.

Wild Turkeys AWild Turkeyhas been comi ng Iyidhefisttim&idrecentar d r e
yeas he has had one at his place. Lsawll of them near her plateandPeter saw one on
Lakeshore Drive!!

Swans Therez Violette was the first
to report Tundra Swans in Lake
Nipissing off Marleau Road in
Sturgeon Falls Theseswans were
subsequently seen by others, up to
about 40 of them.

Notes fom the Field: Steve Pitt

recently had &harpshinned Hawk

(right) in his yard harassingine

Blue Jays The Blackcapped

Chickadees that had been at Steveobs
feeder when the hawk arrived were

nowhere to be seghutthe Blue

Jaysstood their ground Steve

reported the jays wouleitherdodge

the hawk offollow it back up to its

perch in the high branches and sit on

the next branch overaucously

jaying away. Stevespent a half hour

watching thisbut because heould

not linger longerhed i dndét find out
whether the hawk gave up in

frustration orgot itself a Blue Jay.

| checked out Cooperb6s vs. Bl ue Jays

online and found this interesting

bl og entitled, AWhy You Shoul d

Love Blue Jays afour Feedes 0 , Steve Pit
http://tailsofbirding.blogspot.ca/2009/05/wh

y-you-shouldlove-blue-jays-at-your.html (And, as | had to do with the Snowball videol,

will check with the regular attendeesto determine if they read it!)
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