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The last indoor meeting for the season of the Bird Wing Group was held in the Board Room of the North 

.ŀȅ tǳōƭƛŎ [ƛōǊŀǊȅ ƻƴ !ǇǊƛƭ ннΣ нлмпΦ  Lǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƘŜƭŘ ŀǘ /ŜŎƛƭΩǎ 9ŀǘŜǊȅ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ ŀǳŘƛǘƻǊƛǳƳ 

ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƭƛōǊŀǊȅ ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜΦ  !ƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ /ŜŎƛƭΩǎ ƘŀŘ ǘǿƛŎŜ ŎƻƴŦƛǊƳŜŘ the booking, at the last minute 

Ƨǳǎǘ ƘƻǳǊǎ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ƻǳǊ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎΣ /ŜŎƛƭΩǎ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǇŀǊǘȅ ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ ōƻƻƪŜŘ ƛƴǎǘŜŀŘ.  But great 

problem-ǎƻƭǾŜǊǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜΣ ǿŜ ƳŀƴŀƎŜŘ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ǘƘŜ .ƻŀǊŘ wƻƻƳ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƭƛōǊŀǊȅΤ /ŜŎƛƭΩǎ ŀƎǊŜŜŘ ǘƻ Ǉƻǎǘ ŀ 

notice on their door that the meeting had been moved; and a late email was sent out to everyone 

informing them of the change.  We are aware of only one Bird Winger who ǿŜƴǘ ǘƻ /ŜŎƛƭΩǎ instead and 

she, who will not be named, was redirected to the library.   

Birds We Can Expect to See in May 

Because of my late reporting of the meeting, some species we expect to see in May have already been 

seen.   Although Dick Tafel, Chairman, was sporting a shoulder sling and recuperating from recent 

shoulder surgery, he nevertheless provided us with a comprehensive list of species we might expect to 

see.  These include: 

Golden-crowned and Ruby-crowned Kinglets:  Kinglets are smaller than most warblers and are constantly 

moving.  LŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ŀ ƎƭƛƳǇǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎǊƻǿƴǎ ǘƻ ǘŜƭƭ ǘƘŜƳ ŀǇŀǊǘΣ ǘƘŜ DƻƭŘŜƴ-crowned has a boldly 

striped face unlike the Ruby-crowned.  

 

 

Wood Warblers:  There are about 25 potential warblers to be seen in our area.  ¢ƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǎƛǘ ǎǘƛƭƭ ŦƻǊ 

long and can be difficult to identify at a glance ς even at more than a glance ς so a good pair of 

binoculars, a quick eye and some prior knowledge are very helpful.  It can be frustrating identifying 

some of them, but each year if you keep it up, it gets easier.  Some warblers you may have already seen  



 

are the Pine Warbler (photo above by Kevin Cowcill); the Black and White Warbler and the Yellow-

rumped Warbler, although the latter has not been seen yet by many as in previous years.  By mid-May, 

you should be seeing the American Redstart and the Chestnut-sided Warbler.  If you listen carefully, the 

Chestnut-sided will definitely be very pleased to meet you!  (See photo above title, Wood Warblers) 

hǘƘŜǊ ǿŀǊōƭŜǊǎ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ŜȄǇŜŎǘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ǎƻƻƴΣ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅΣ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ aŀƎƴƻƭƛŀΣ ǘƘŜ .ƭŀŎƪ-throated 

Blue, the Black-throated Green, the Palm and the Mourning.  The Bay-breasted Warbler with its 

chestnut throat and upper breast is often found at Marten River among the spruce trees.  The Ovenbird 

is a warbler, although with its chunkier and larger body and thicker bill, it does not seem like one, but 

more like a small thrush.  It is heard singing its song, TEACHer TEACHer TEACHer in crescendo, more 

often than it is seen.  Look for it near or on the ground in leafy pine-oak woods and, in migration, in 

thickets.  It has a white eye-ring and an orange patch on its crown, bordered by blackish stripes.  

Brown Thrushes:  The two to look for in May are the Hermit Thrush, with its rufous tail and habit of 

cocking it and dropping it slowly, and the Veery, the least spotted of the brown thrushes and arriving 

later than the Hermit Thrush.  The Hermit Thrush is found in coniferous or mixed woods and the Veery 

can be seen in moist deciduous woods and thickets along streams.  It can be hard to spot in thick brush, 

so listen for its call, a downward vee-ur, veer-ur, veer, veer.  

Flycatchers:  The first flycatcher to arrive in our area is the Eastern Phoebe, already seen by some in 

early April.  Other flycatchers, rather slow to get here, are the Least and the Alder.  The Least prefers 

farms and open woods and the Alder likes swamps and wet thickets.  The Least is grayish above and has 

a bold white eye-ring.  Its song is an emphatic sharp che-BEK or chebek.  The Alder is browner than the 

Least and safely distinguished from it by its song, fee-BEE ςo.  The Great-Crested Flycatcher should be 

seen by mid-May.  It is a large flycatcher at 8.5 to 8.75 inches, with a bright yellow belly and a bushy 

crest which it often erects.  

Swallows:  The swallows we can expect to see are the Tree Swallow which comes surprisingly early 

(some have already been seen); the Barn Swallow with its long forked tail, the only swallow we get with 



a long forked tail; the Cliff Swallow; and the Northern Rough-winged Swallow, which looks similar to the 

juvenile Tree Swallow, but is not as common in our area as the other swallows.   

Vireos:   Vireos resemble wood warblers, but their bills are thicker and they are less active.  The vireos 

with wing bars have prominent eye-rings or spectacles, and those without wing bars have eye stripes.  

The first vireo seen in our area is the Blue-headed Vireo, with its sharply demarcated blue-gray cap, 

bright white spectacles and throat, bright green back and yellowish wash on its sides.  

Tanagers:  The only tanager we get in our area is the Scarlet Tanager.  The breeding male is flaming 

scarlet with jet black wings and tail.  Certainly a sight to behold!  Look for one in Laurier Woods. 

 

Thrashers:  The Brown Thrasher (photo above by Kevin Cowcill), the only thrasher seen here, is a 

secretive bird and it can be hard to glimpse in the thickets it prefers.  It may be heard before it is 

spotted.  It is an exuberant singer with one of the largest repertoires of any North American songbird.  It 

sings a loud and long series of double phrases, each phrase sung twice before moving on to the next.  It 

is a mimic and does a crude imitation of many birds, including the Northern Cardinal.  It is bright rufous 

above and heavily streaked below, with wing bars and a long tail.  It has a cross look with its heavy 

slightly curved bill and its staring yellow eyes ς an anthropomorphic statement if there ever was one!  

Gray Catbird:  The Gray Catbird is also part of the family of birds that mimic, like the Brown Thrasher and 

the Northern Mockingbird.  Obvious by its name, it is a gray bird.   But to make up for its grayness, it 

sports a black cap and chestnut undertail coverts which may not be noticeable, and flips its tail in a 

jaunty manner.   

Sparrows:   Some sparrows we can expect to see are White-crowned; Savannah; ±ŜǎǇŜǊΤ ŀƴŘ [ƛƴŎƻƭƴΩǎΦ   

We may also get to see the Fox on its way north.   It is a large, plump sparrow with a rusty rump and tail 

and heavily streaked breast.  Look for it, if it has not already migrated through on its way north, kicking 



among dead leaves and other ground debris.  Or listen for its very musical song.  It is one of the few 

species that sings before it reaches its breeding grounds.  

Swifts:   The Chimney Swift is the only eastern swift and is usually seen here during the second week of 

May at its preferred chimney on Main Street West.   It is a sight to behold ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ƘǳƴŘǊŜŘǎ ƻŦ άŦƭȅƛƴƎ 

ŎƛƎŀǊǎέ ŦǳƴƴŜƭ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƻƴŜ chimney at dusk, before all but two disperse to nest elsewhere in other dimly 

lit enclosed vertical surfaces.  Swifts are not able to perch and spend almost all their entire life in the air. 

On April 15, 2014, an international swift conference took place in Cambridge, England.  Kristyn 
Richardson of Bird Studies Canada gave a presentation highlighting the results from Ontario SwiftWatch.  
This is a volunteer-based program in which participants locate and describe nesting and roosting 
Chimney Swift habitat within urban areas of Ontario.  To participate or find out more, click on the link,  
http:// www.bsc-eoc.org/research/speciesatrisk/chsw/index.jsp?targetpg=index&lang=EN 
 
Based on information gathered by Ontario SwiftWatch and published in the journal Population Ecology, 
it was determined, using data collected by volunteers at 928 chimney sites across southern Ontario, that 
άƭƻǎǎ ƻŦ ƴŜǎǘƛƴƎ ǎƛǘŜǎ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŀ ǇǊƛƳŀǊȅ ŦŀŎǘƻǊ ƭƛƳƛǘƛƴƎ ƴƻǊǘƘŜǊƴ /ƘƛƳƴŜȅ {ǿƛŦǘ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ.έ  Only 24% of 
suitable chimneys were occupied by swifts, suggesting other factors may be responsible for the 
population decline.  
 

 
 
Hummingbirds:   The first Ruby-throated Hummingbird in our garden or at our feeder is always an 
exciting moment.  Whether it will arrive a bit later because of the cooler weather remains to be seen.    
 
Home Hardware has put out a pamphlet, A Warm Welcome IƻƳŜ ŦƻǊ /ŀƴŀŘŀΩǎ aƛƎǊŀǘƻǊȅ .ƛǊŘǎ.  You 
can access it online through Bird Studies Canada or pick it up at Home Hardware stores.  It lists seven 
meaningful ways one can help birds this spring.  They are: 
 

1. Fill your feeders with a variety of seed. 
2. Place feeders about 10 feet from a tree or shrub to enable a quick retreat from predators if 

necessary.  Location, location, location is as important to birds as it is to us when we purchase a 
home! 

http://www.bsc-eoc.org/research/speciesatrisk/chsw/index.jsp?targetpg=index&lang=EN


3. Grow plants:  Nectar-producing flowers, flowering trees and shrubs for the hummingbirds; 
black-eyed Susans and sunflowers for the Blue Jays and the American Goldfinches; and native 
prairie grasses for the sparrows.  If you plant it, they will come! 

4. Because droppings and mouldy seeds can cause disease, clean bird feeders with hot soapy 
water or a vinegar solution about once every two weeks.  Rinse and dry thoroughly before 
refilling. 

5. Reduce window reflection.  In addition to decals, you can keep blinds half open and place 
feeders at a safe distance from windows, either greater than 30 feet or less than 3 feet, the 
latter to avoid collisions at high speed.  

6. Keep your cats indoors and dogs leashed when outside. 
7. Consider becoming a citizen scientist with Bird Studies Canada.  Results collected have a direct 

impact on conservation action.  Previous summaries mentioned various projects requiring 
citizen scientists and three more are mentioned in this summary.  Seriously consider taking part 
in one or more of them. 

 
Birding and gardening go hand-in-hand, as many of us know, and the benefits of creating an inviting and 
diverse yard ecosystem for birds are far-reaching.  Birds not only provide us with hours of pleasure, but 
are also pollinators, insect controllers and seed sowers.  
 
 Species Seen from late March to late April 
 
Species seen within 50 km. of North Bay by Bird Wing Members during late March to late April include in 
no particular order: 
 
Dabbling Ducks:  Wood Duck; Northern Pintail (seen below); Northern Shoveler; Blue-winged Teal; 
Green-winged Teal 
 

 
 
Diving Ducks:  Ring-necked Duck; Lesser Scaup; Common Goldeneye; Bufflehead  
 
Mergansers:  Common and Hooded (seen below) 
 



 
 
Grebes:  Pied-billed 
 
Shorebirds:  Greater Yellowlegs 
 
Gulls:  Herring and Ring-billed 
 
Double-crested Cormorant 
 
Sandhill Crane and Great Blue Heron 
 
Wild Turkey (photo below by Rose McClelland) and Ruffed Grouse 
 

 
 
Turkey Vulture 
 
Northern Harrier 
 


