BIRD WING MEETING

January 27, 2015

The beginning of a new year and time again for birders to maksautionbe itto enter sightings on
eBird to take part in Project FeederWatch or the Great Backyard Bird Cufind aBlackbacked
Woodpecker or some other species not normally seerno compet with others or oneself to see as
many species as psible in our aredn the province or worldvide.

Birds Seen RecentlyDespite the cold of January, those attending the 88t Wingmeeting of the
NewYearsaw a number of different species during January

These include, perhaps first and forerdbe magnificent Snowy Oygeen below) Two male adults
and one female or juvenileere seenin Calvin Township and Lori Andersaw one in heyard even as
shedepartedfor the Bird Wing meeting.




Common Redpolls abound this winter, with a coupleedple seeing the much whiter Hoary Redpoll.
Blackcapped Chickadees also abound, with a number of Pine Grosbeaks, male and female, also being
seen. Evening Grosbeaks are also making an appeaemage thehandsomeBohemian Waxwings

(seen below)someusually seen in our area every winter, feeding off the various berry trees or sitting
motionless atop a tree after a good berry feeflo far his winter, theyhave been located in Thibeault
Terrace and Pinewood subdivisions. They were seen by Nichkrd&onon Norwood Avenue during

the Christmas Bird Count
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Snow Buntings she usually gets is down despite her scatterings of cracked corn.

All three woodpeckers are being seen, the Downy, theyHaid the Pileated, although not many Downy
Woodpeckers The two nuthatches, th®d-breasted and the Whitdreasted, are alsobeing seen

Although theAmerican Crovhas been staying here for the winter for many years now, naoesbeing
seenin recent years The Common Raven continues to soar in the outlying asrastheBlue Jay is
certainly not a fair weather friendvith up to ten being seen at some feeders. Gray aags10t being
seen as frequently as they once webeit acouplehas been seennear Rene¢ S @S & lj dzS Qa
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The Northern Shrike seems to be present in more numbers than previous y@arsvas sighted in
town in the Mcintyre Street West are&ould this be because the Northern Shrike follows flocks of
Common Redpoljsnuch in eidence this winter?

Not manyRuffed Grousare being seenHowever, Matt is pretty sure he saw a Spruce Grouse in a
boggy areaf the woods behind Thibeault Terrace.

Mourning Doves are at Gary and Connie St@fpederand great masses of European Stay$ are
being seen in Pinewood subdivision.
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Hemlock/Hummel Road.

Many Mallards and a few Black Ducks atr¢he water treatment plant on Memorial DrivéDick Taél

and Marc Buchanan saw a Common Goldeneye on the Amable diRR@® dzZNA y 3  WI y dzl NB Q&
and Common Mergansers and one or possibly two Common Loons were seen during isten@hBird

Count.
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registerfor this worthwhile CitizerSciere project You haveonly until the end of February to register
and if you do, you will automatically be signed up for next winter too. This means new membdis wi
have 2.5 months left to participate for the rest of the 2022015 season which ends on April 3, 2015
in addition to participating for the entire 201516 seasorg andthis all for the single season rate of
$35.00 payable to Bird Studies Canad regster and become a member of Bird Studies Cangda

to: http://www.bsc-eoc.org/shopping/membership.jsp?lang=EN

Great Backyard Bird CounfThis annuatountruns for four days, from Februafy3 to 16 over the
Family Day weekendYou can register for this event by using your existing login name and password.



http://www.bsc-eoc.org/shopping/membership.jsp?lang=EN

However if you have never participated in th@&eat Backyard Bird Cou(@BBCYr any other citizen
science project through Bird Studies Canaaay will need to create a new account.

This is the 18 annual GBBQvith more than100 countriesand tens of thousands of volunteers

expected to participatén this free activity in support of bird conseri@t. All you have to do is count

birds for at least 15 minutes on one or more days during the four days of this event. You can count birds
in as many places as you like and on as many of the four days as yoM $igparate checklist should

be submitted for each new day, for each new location or for the same location if you counted at a
different time of day. Count the number of individuals of each species you saw during your count

period.

You then enter your results on the GBBE€bsite §ee websiteihk in nextparagraph)y clickinggSubmit
Observations on the home page and following the instruction§you already participate in eBird, you

are to use eBird to submit your sightings during the GBBC. Your checklists will be counted toward the
GBBC.
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ideal way for more experienced birders to introduce friends and family to the wonderful world of birding.

Visit the GBBC websit explore the species seen in your community, region, or country. You can make

a difference for birds by counting the birds in your neighbourhood. Join in the Great Backyard Bird Count.

For more information, email Canadian GBBC Coaitati Kerrie Wilcox ajbbc@birdscanada.orgrhe

GBBC is ajoint project of Audubon and the Cornell Lab of Ornithology with Canadian partner Bird Studies
Canada
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The top ten species appearing on most checklists in descending ordex. Wwdorthern Cardinaglseen
below); Darkeyed Junco; Mourning Dove; Blue Jay; Downy Woodpecker; American Goldfinch; American
Crow; House Finch; Tufted Titmousexd House Sparrow.
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The top ten most numerous birds reported in descending order wétedwinged Blackbirdseen
below)at 1,609,037; Snow Goose at 1,280,829; Canada Goose at 1,163,527; European Starling at
596,450; Mallard at 542,516; Ribgled Gull at 466,536; Dakyed Junco at 456,627; American Coot at
454,169; American Crow at 371, 813; and American Goldfinch 2031

Worldwide, India reported the
highest number of bird species
at 819. Indian states nale up
60% of thetop ten states and
provinces reporting the most
species In the United States,
California and Texas were the
only states to make the top ten
list of the most species reported,
with California reporting 448
species and Texas, 412. The or
other states/provinces to make
the list were one in Costa Rica
and one in Australia. The rest
were from India.

Of the top ten countries submitting checklist United States was first with 124,310, followed by Canada
with 13,458 Within the United States and Canada, California submitted the most checklists, followed in
descending order by New York, Pennsylvania, Ontario, Florida, Texas, Ohio, Virgini€akuitia and
Michigan. Ontario was the only Canadian province to make the top ten list.

And because of the influx of Snowy
Owls last winter, GBBC had a separate
list for Snowy Owl reportingsluring
the GBBC. Ontario was first in that
top ten list with234 checklists
submitted and 366 sightings. The
2= only other province to make the list

" was Quebec at number 6, with 71
™ checklists submitted and 116
sightings. All the other sightings in
the top ten list were from the United
States. In totall,600 SnowyOwls
were reported as far south and as far
west as Kansas. When Renee was
. recently in Floridashe met a birdg
= e L VS| ISR Roger Newellwho twice drove from
his home in southern Florida to Jacksonville in northern Flpediistance of 236 mileR) see the
Snowy Owlwhich had beemeported there. He was not successful in seeing it during his first visit, but
like most birders, he persevered andde those many miles again and was successful his second time.
(The photo above of the Snowy Owl in the Florida sdnd w2 3 SND &




Christmas Bird CountThe 3%' Chiistmas Bird Count in North Bay took place on December 14, 2014,
with Lori Anderson doing a remarkable job as our new dmpalong with her assistant compiler, Ken
Gowing. There were 18 field observers walking and driving the seven routes within 15 miles of North
Bay. In addition there were 10 feeder counters. Lori reported an average count of 34 speies
2,835birds. No previous records were broken, but the 6 Bald Eagles and the 2 Song Sparrows seen
matched the recordn previous yearsThe number of Downy Woodpeckers and American Goldfinch
seen were low, down from previous years, lhiere wasa higher than nrmal count of Mallards,

Pileated Woodpeckers and Common Redpdllse most numerous bird was the Blazkpped

Chickadee.

One bird that was not counted but seen by Dick and Renee at a home on Trout Lake was the Polish
Chicken. After much debate amorgetfield observers, it was decided that despite it being a European
breed known for its beautiful large silver comb, it is still a chicken and not a rare wild bird that made its
way from Poland to the shores of Trout Lake.

After a day in the field countnbirds,everyoneallgatheredats A O1 'y R 9f al Qa F2NJ | 4+
of food and laughter. Elsa desengecialthanks for organizing the food and putting up with us and
our birding ways!

The Great Loon Rescu€raigand ElainéHurst two of the field observers during the Christmas Bird
Count,helped rescue &ommon Loorhe day before the countAs Craig tells it, theneceived a call
from Monica Habel of Redbridge that a Common Loon was stranded in a snow drift behind the Toy
Docta, a Redbridge business: Hwy. 63wned by Mark Jasmim,neighbour of Monica. Mar&nd his
wife, Lisg and their son, Jordan, have their residence there as.well

With afish net, blanket and plastic tub, Craig and Elaine headed out to help in theuesnot certain
how successful they would be at capturing tlw®n and returning it to that part of Trout Lake not yet
frozen. AlreadyMonica had had to make quick retregtee picture belowyvhen the loon decided that
attack was the best form of defeas As Craiguts it, doons are big birds with very large beaks.
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When Craig and Elaine arrived, Craig keptithe@ y Q &  while Mofidaludgéd from behind to get
the fish net over théird. Once she successfully had done so, she and Caaisferred theLoon from
under the net into the plastic tub, not an easy feat by any stretch of the imaginaBahsomehow they



succeeded With darkness approaching, they headed to the open shoreline behintéen Store on
Hwy. 63 in North Bay.h€&y managed to slide the bird into the water and once in the water | tosn
dove and swam repeatedlyAs the rescuera/ere leavingfeeling thankful that thd.oon was back
where it belongedgit raised itself up and flapped its wingss if to say thaniou £

The next morning, theoon was stilin the same stretch of open watghbutwas not therdater in the
day. Forthe Christmas Bird Count, Craig and Elaine were able to aitldréscued.oon to their count.
Dick and Renee also saw a Common Lbanin a different location o rout Lake from the area Craig
and Elaine saw theirdVas it thesame rescue€€CommonlLoon or a different one?

A great deal of thankisom all bird lovergo Craig and Elaine and the Jasmin fayaihd especially to
Monicawho was determined that somehow she could rescue and save our beloved provincial bird.

Hilliardton MarshSocial 2014 On November ZLoriandKeh (i SYRSR | Af f A NRG2y al N

Social, formerly called the Annual Gendvldeting at the NewLiskeard Golf ClubThe guest speaker
was Rick Ludkin of the Canadian Snow BuriMieigvork It was to hear Rick that Laitended because
she is, &er all, our resident Snow Bunting lady, forever throwing crack corn aroundaneriandin the
winter to attract thesebirds whichwork together in large floakthroughout our winters in search for
food. (In summer on their tundra breeding grounds, they eat more insects and spiders.)

Lori informed us that Rick is of the opinion that perhaps the Snowifgupopulation has not declined

in the United States as is thought. It may be that Snow Buntingsistneot migrating as far soutin

the fallas they once didGeolocators have been placed on the backs of some Snow Buntings to help
determinemigration routesand it would appear that Snow Buntings do not take a straight north south
route, butrather a circular one

Winter monitoring is the best way to determine numbers and migration rovtesthe problemwith
this is that there are nomany who want to stand out in the cold to band Snow Buntinghat is
certainlynot the case in New Liskeard where bandmgonethroughout the winterby Bruce Murphy
his partner, Joanne Goddardnd her Kerns Public School students. New Liskeard iisdbienorthern



banding location in Ontario and during the 2012season, 1700 Snow Buntings were banded there,
900 by theKerns Public School students
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Thisseasommay nhot see as marfynow Buntingbanded because by miganuary only small flocks o 6
to 200 birdshad beerattracted to the two sitesDawson Pt and Kerns Public Schoddruce reports
bird numbers are picking up, but because a Northern Shrike is on-staka one of the siteghe cages
with food inside them that areised to trap the Snow Buntings for bandimgrposescannot be set out.
The many sunny days we have had this winter also impacts on the numd@enit is sunny, Snow
Buntings seem to find food elsewhere than in the cag&sice reports that they hop® band during
the March breaklf they do, it might be worth a trip tblew Liskeard to watch the process.

Aluminum bands argenerallyused to band Snow Buntings, but some, like Bruce, use cotmed
bands. These colowoded bands are more easilyesewhen observing a flock in the snow. The
aluminum bands can be very hard to see and ragainst the snow

Snow Buntings keep warm at night by digging into the snow to provide a snow covering. However, there
are times when the snow covering beconfaszen trapping the Snow Buntirggn the snow hols they
dug.

National Bird Because we seem to be the only country in the world without a national bird,Royal
Canadian Geographical Socigygponsoring a National Bird Projecently launched b€anadian
Geographicto designate an official bird for Canada by 2017, smsquicentennial. You can vote for
your favourite specieat http://www.canadiangeographic.caationalbird/.

As of the writing of this report, the top five birds in descending order are: Common Loon; Snowy Owl;
Gray Jay; Canada Goose; Bleaped Chickadee. Please take the time to véteour meeting Dick

and Renee favaedthe Snowy Owand Nicole favowedthe Gray Jay. Both parties had compelling
reasons, although on the top five list only the Gray Jay and the Canada Goose are not provincial birds.
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You should also consider this: is the byoli vote forpresent at some time aring the year in all
provinces and territori€d Many thinkthe Canada Goose is a good choice because it has the word
Canada in jtbutit is hunted in some States and it does make a mess in our city park&rayndayat
right) may be a goodhoice beauseit is na a provincial bird alreadys found in all provinces and
territories; does not migrate; is

smart and friendly; and is called by

some,the Canada Jaas it should

be called because its Latin name is

Perisoreus canadensi®ne of

Louise deKiift AyS [ g NByOSQa

favourite birdswasthe Canada Jay.

She writes inmrhe Lovely and the

Wild, dit has a lovely plushy way of

moving, a bright curiosity in its

brown eyes, and it commands a

wide variety of soft notes with

which it advertises ite&/hereabouts

and its mood¢ ¢On the other

hand, although a very cute bird

with some great qualitigst

R 2 S dogkniajestidike the

Snowy Owl

Trumpeter SwarSurvey 2015 The North American Trumpeter Swan Survey was first conducted in 1968
andsincel975 iscompleted every 5 yearsThe information collected is used to assess and track
population status, to evaluate restoration efforts and to develop conservation and management plans.
This year in Ontario, the survey was completed on January 31. Winter is an ideal time to seeutseb
swans concentrate where there is open water and accessible ftiagsl conducted during a short period

of time to minimize the possibility that the swans will mamd be counted elsewhere.




