Bird Wing Report
May 2020

Text by Renee Levesque; photos as indicated

Because our first outing of the season was cance
due tothe Covid-19 pandemi@nd the restrictions
accordingly puin place | hadsuggestedhat for the
May Bird Wing outing we individually take a walk
in Laurier Woods at any time of the day May 26
and report sightings t
report. | suggesteldaurier Woodsecause in
normal times, it isvherewe wouldhold ourfirst
outing of the seasadi see tk lovely wood

warblers.

Bird Wing Outing: /'ty RE 2 ND t S NE

Lori Anderson arrived first. |ran into her. Then

Dick Tafel arrived and we ran into hjmand all three of us continued along more or less together,
butbasicallykeeping our social distanc&Ve also ran into Gary and Luanne Chowns. Kaye
Edmonds was there too, but we did not run into her, although she s&@varg.McKercher did

his walk the next dayand saw many of the same species as we did on May 26.

| had expected to see many, many warblers because the day before when | wasvieeee, as
Dick and Corinne lttutiai amazing the people you know that you run into on the one trail that
remaned open throughout thEandemicrisisi there were so many warblems)ecould barely
keep up. However, by the next dayanyhad moved on. The migrants were late this year and
until recentlywith a southerly windind no raintheyleft during tre night, anxious taget totheir
nestinggrounds

Still on May 26 we all saw our fair share of warblers and mddatil somedays before
Tuesdayos wal k, the warbl er t harumpddoNarblerat ed L a
seen so very well because the leaves were late arriving on the@thes.early warblers were

the Pine, the Palm and the Cape May.

In sheer numbers the Yelleumpedhas now been replacég thevery busyAmerican
Redstartmale and femaleThere vere so many of themmatLori and | stopped counting. Same
with the Chestnusided. They werepleased, pleased, pleasg@ieasedo meet us, no doubt
about that! Th®venbird a warbler of the forest floor, wasmpetinghroughout the woods
with histeacher, teacheteacher The lovelybright Yellow Warblerswere also around in a few
numbers, as were the masked Common Yetlowats reminiscent of the Lone Ranger.
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There were at least three Blattkoated Green
singing theirbuzzyzoo zee zoo zaee a pair of
Black-throated Blue of which some of us got a goo
look at theolive-brownfemale with hewhite wing
spot, looking so completely different from the male
with his deep blue backhe handsom€anadgsee
previous pagewith its blacknecklacethe Pine
singing where else but in a pine tree; the beautiful 8
black and yellonMagnolia; a few Black and Whites §
acting more like creepers and nuthatches than
warblersa Wi | (at dghtptee male withhis
distinguishedlack capandaNorthern Waterthrush
looking like a thrush, walking like an Ovenbird and
teetering like a Spotted Sandpiper, but a wood

warbler, nevertheless.

So we did quite well even though we did not see
what some of us saw the day before Blackpdi,
looking somewhat like a chickadeeTennessee
which often at a glance we mistake for a virthe
male and female Balgreastedthe male withhis
chestnut crown, throat and flankke very active but
nondescripOrangecrowned the striking
Blackburnian andthe elusiveMourning(below)

with its gray hood and facel'he Nashville with its
bright yellow underparts and prominent white

eyeringhad been seen on a featings
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In the flycatcher family, the Least
and the Great Crested weseen.
We often hear the Gre@rested
with its demandingvheepmore than
we see it, buthis time, and the day
before,it offered us good views

Lots of species of sparrows
Swamp(top of next page Song,
White-throated, Savannah and
Chipping, but no
day beford sawa Whitecrowned

It somehowgotleft behind when the
rest migrated north.)

Lisa Hacket

Linc



Buddy Myles )

In the vireo family, the Redye hal returned with |
a vengeance and there were so manygave up
counting.

The WarblingVireo, not always seen but always
heardwith its sweet, melodious warble soundingf
somewhat like Purple Finchad also returned :
And some us saw the Philadelphia \direA
coupleof them,hanging upside down from tree
branches, provedgood vievs of their pale
yellow throats and breasts.

In the thrush family, American Rolsmvere {61 YL { LI NNBR g =
everywhere, with th¥eerycalling throughout the

woods, sometimes offering us spiraling downwardethereakong insteadf its harshphew.

We al so saw a Swa idths lmannfing soiglof theerrit Tlarushibelbwg a r
announcedby one longheld lovely note

Two Tree Swallowsvere around, but many
had seen them elsewhere in much larger
numbers, and othersdhalso seen elsewhere
Barn, Bankand Cliff Swallows.

A walk in Laurier Woods is not complete
without seeing or hearingasemimic birds,
the Brown Thrashei(below) with its yellow
eyes, curved bill and long tadnd the Gray
Catbirdwith its black cap and chestnut
undertail coverts

There were all the usual birds one might
expect in Laurier Woodss well asCedar
Waxwings, Rosédreasted Grosbeak and the

bird everyone waits for in the spring and most ha
now seen, the Rubyroated Hummingbird.

What wassomewhatinexpectedvas the Indigo
Bunting the Chowns saw and tBearlet Tanager
Dick had seen the ddefore but was not around for
ustoseethenextdayor it was but
Dick and Mary Younglso sawand | heardthe
Eastern Wood Pewger i or t o t he i
saw the Marsh Wreh also seen by Grant, but in
Callander Bay, not dtaurier.

Gary Chown



Rare Sighting:

The big news this May was the arrival of afted
Duck (at right)at Powassan Lagoon. It drew a bit of
crowd from other areas, but | believe everyone kep
their social distance. You might think i Ring
necked Duck until you notice its entirely white side,
or a scaup until you notice its black back.
Distinguishing it from both is its wispy crest that you
might not notice at all if the duck is not cldsg It is
a diving duck from Eurasia, but does wander to No
America from timeto time and often one is seen in
Canada annually, usually in Newfoundland/Labradc
and the Pacific Coast. As far as | am awdre,one
seen aPowassan Lampn is the firsseen this year in Charles J. Sharp, Wikipe
Ontario. (Thanks to Craig Evans for bringing this

rare duck to our attention.)

A rare sightingn our areaagain found by Craig, is tiélue-winged Warbler seen on Whalley
5 Lake Road West near Magnetewan. Some have made the trip to
' see it, including Stephed 6 D o nwhasé pghoto of it iat left

Other Sightings:

Without the benefit of a full outing or a meeting, | am relying only
on those who reported sightings to me by email, and even at that,
there might be some sightings outside the usual that | have missed.

Birds were slow to arrive and when they did, they arrived in dribs
and drabs up until very recently.

The hawk we welcomed back after its winter absence was the
Broadwinged Hawk(below), seen well on Hwy. 17 West.

A few have seeRiedbilled Grebes (Cache Baypednecked Grebes (Jocko Point); Red
breasted Mergansers (J/
Phalaropeg¢Verner Lagoon); and the Retbcked
Phalarope (Warren Lagoon).

Renee Levesq!



Shorebirds seen were Greater and
Lesser Yellowleggat left), Least
SandpiperSolitary SandpipefSpotted
Sandpiper, Bairdl SandpiperBlack-
bellied Plovey Killdeer and
Semipalmated Plover. Most were seen
at the lagoons, primarily Verner
Lagoon, but th@lack-bellied Plovers
were seen in a field on Veuve River
Road in West Nipissing.

Rather unusuallya pair of Tundra
Swanswere seen at Verner Lagaasill
there as of Mag0 and perhaps beyond

| thoughtwhen | first saw them earlier
in May that they were Trumpeter
Swansas did otherdyut when | looked
closely at my photos, | saw a yellow
basal spot on the bill, indicating Tundra
Swans.Unusual to seone in a lagoon,
let alone in May.

Stephen has the advantage of seeing the
scoters arriven Lake Bernard to rest
before headingorth This spmmg he

saw all three scoteisthe Surf(below),

the Whitewinged and the BlackHe alsaecently saw a Lontpiled Duckon Lake Bernard

Renee Levesque

Other ducks seen by many
included all the regular ducks one :
expects to see, although itseeme
many Northern Pintails stayed
longer than usual before heading
their nesting grounds.

Somesawthe Grea Heron (Cache|
Bay and the Old Callander Road) =

and a couple of usawthe L
Common Gallinule (Cache Bay).

Two gulls of note were seen in
May: a Glaucous Gull in Verner
Lagoon and a Lesser Blatiacked

on Lake Nipissing at the end of |
Tenth Street. Terns seen were th
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Caspian (Cache Bay and elsewhere), Common (Cache Bay) and Black (Cache Bay).

All woodpeckershad been seen, inclunly a maleRedheaded Woodpeckeecently seen by
Stephen in his yard.

A few had seen thdaltimore
Oriole (right) and the American
Pipit atvarious locations and
some hd seen the lovely Easterr
Bluebird Stephen saw the rarer
Goldenwinged Warblein the
Sundridge area

Dick and | saw a Field Sparrow

first on Cranberry Road and ther
at Callander Lagoon, a sparrow
no longeroften seen

Kevan Cowcill repoedseeing a
Purple Martin flying in the
Strathcona area WestFerris.

He followed it on his bike over
the overpass and then it
disappeared heading downtown
or perhapso thewaterfront. He Buddy Myle
also saw a Common Nighthawk

flying and calling in the Gertrude

Street area, also WestFerris and | saw and heard orecentlyin downtown North Bay

Chimney Swifts have returned to Main Street West, although so far not in the numbers usually
seen. They were late in arriving, so perhaps by the time | finish gogt renore and more will
have arrived.

OtherMay birdsincludeda House Wren the Chowns were fortunate to have recently seen in
their yard, andobolinks and Eastern Meadowlaksen n f ar mer s6 fi el ds, wi
seen at Vernesind Powassahagoors.

Profile: Barry Kent MacKay:

| knew Barry Kent MacKay(see next pagavas a birdartistbecause of his striking bird

illustrations on the covers @ntario Birds the OFO magazine. But then | got to know a bit

more about him from emailing him when | was doing an article on Miles Heailinéor

Woodland ObserveMarch 2019 issue. (Miles conducts nature walks in the Toronto area and is
the grandson of Murray Spsjrfamed ornithologist, and Doris Speirs, painter, poet and
ornithologist, both of whom were friends of Louise de Kiriline Lawrence.)



Doris could not be a member
of the Toronto Ornithological
Club because she was a
woman. It was thanks to
Barryds mother, Phyllis
MacKay, a pioneer in bird
and small animal rescue and
rehabilitation, that the club
finally opened its doors to
womeni but not until 1980!

| emailed Barry to ask him
about this and since then,
Barry has sent m@nd

others) emails of paintings
and illustrations he has done,
alongwith write-ups on each.

| learned from Barry that he
haspainted birdgrom all

over the world, capturing in
them their very essence, their

innate beauty. Al am

enchanted by the fornf o

birdsé the curves, the

countercurves. Nature Courtesy of Barry Kent ktKay
provides an infinite amount

of abstract forms from the shape and | ook of

Barry, who lives in Markhamhas written and/or illustrated many books on birBgds of

Toronto; A Field Guide to the Birds of the Ga
Companion; Wrens, Dippers and Thrashers; Eighty More Land Birds to Know; Songbirds:

Cel ebrati ng AnaBirdsrofehe ©shdwhake Scisgpg Region of @nio. Over a

25-year period, Balso wrote a nature colunamd feature article®r the Toronto Sunday Star

| eventually discovered that in addition to being a bird artist and writer, Barry is-&voslin
international conservationist and politicalvacate.

|l rene Fedun in the Fal/l 1998 FLAP newsl etter
first to recognize that the tall buildings being constructed in Toronto would pose a major threat to

mi gratory birds. o eV lhecameasvare of nightigrating bads &tting 0 s t h a
structures, but it was not until the early 60s that they learned just how many of these migratory

birds died or were injured as a result. It was then that Phyllis began focusing on the

rehabilitation of inpired birds In 1967 when the Toronto Dominion Centre was built, she and

Barry began their nightly forays downtown to rescue injured birds and pick up the many that



